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Editorial 
The caravan moves on ï to Scotland this month where three garden 
layouts were visited in April each having its own distinctive features. The 
one featured this month is in Perthshire in a village called Meigle. 
The Strathmore Railway 
The history of the original Strathmore Railway can be read in Wikipedia: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Midland_Junction_Railway  
The builder of the 16mm, 32mm gauge, garden Strathmore Railway is a 
gentleman by the name of Peter Kinnear. Peter trained as a landscaper 
and it shows! Two other notable features of the line are firstly, and 
somewhat unusually, the track configuration is end to end (an inverted 
óUô to take advantage of the shape of the garden) and secondly that 
trains are operated rather than just run. Operations will be described in a 
later article. The track configuration is below.  

 
Belmont is where construction started in 1991. Harbour is a 
separate branch line which only came into being much later. 

mailto:northstarrailway@gmail.com
http://www.northstarrailway.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Midland_Junction_Railway
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The station on the right (Belmont) as you enter the garden. The loco 
raising steam is a radio controlled Roundhouse ñArgyllò. 

 

The entrance to Belmont 
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After exiting Belmont the track turns right  

 

Same area from a different direction. Note the creepers on the 
rocks many being Sedums plus some Aubretia. 

Those with a 
passion for garden 
layouts (me) would 
give a lot to be able 
to emulate features 
such as appear in 
the photo 
alongside. 
The wall is 
integrated to the 
garden so well and 
appears so natural. 
The plants do not 
overpower the 
scene. Note the 
bare trees in the 
background. The 
photograph was 
taken in April when 
the leaves had not 
yet sprouted (this is 
darkest Scotland 
after all!) 
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Along the way ï change to wooden track base. 

 

Bridgend (you will see why in the next photo!) This poor quality 
shot is included to show groundcover and plants in the 
background. 
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The bridge on the far end of Bridgend. Loco is a Roundhouse 
Darjeeling-Himalaya NDM6 

 

Kilpurnie Junction 
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The mighty span at the bottom of the U 

 

Sawmill on the far side of the U leading back to the house. 
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LGB girder bridge. I saw a second hand one for sale in the UK for 
£75 recently! Note tunnel entrance. On other side is Cardean. 

 

The industries at 
Cardean 
providing freight 
for the railway 
include an 
engineering 
works without a 
nameboard as yet  
but it will be 
surprise, surprise 
the Strathmore 
Engineering co!   
The other main 
industries on the 
line are Sawmill, 
the slate works, 
the spur of which 
joins the mainline 
at Kilpurnie 
Junction, Dairy 
and Brewery. 
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Cardean from the other end 

 

The layout has another 
feature in the form of a 
marshalling yard area 
(Harbour) at the end of 
a separate branch line 
located in a wooden 
building next to the 
house (on the left as 
you enter the property). 
This will be described in 
greater detail in the later 
article.   
Note the traverser at 
rear. This was once a 
common space saving 
device in loco works and 
tram depots. Examples 
still exist and a new one 
was installed at Boston 
docks in the UK a few 
years ago. 
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Building under construction using Jigstones. The manufacturer 
thereof used to be based in the UK but was bought some years ago 
by Sven Binnewald Modellbau Heyn in Germany. 
https://modell-werkstatt.de/  

 

Silicon molds used in casting process. Apparently the material of 
choice for casting is Cassini Outdoors Plaster Maragon 
https://www.maragon.co.uk/cassini.html#Init Have not found a South  
African supplier as yet. 

https://modell-werkstatt.de/
https://www.maragon.co.uk/cassini.html#Init
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To finish off, two photos of groundcovers which as can be seen 
from previous photos are prolific. This one with magenta coloured 
leaves is a ócushion groupô Saxifrage. There is a Sedum behind it. 
The one below is another Saxifrage, one of the ómossy groupô. 

 

My thanks to Peter for allowing me to visit his layout and assisting with 
the drafting of the article. 
The end. 


