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Editorial 
Until February 1970, there was an extensive tramline system on the 
south cost of Natal as it was then, used to deliver sugarcane to Sezela 
and Renishaw mills. The mills on the north coast had changed to road 
deliveries a few years earlier. I joined the sugar industry in February 
1972 and so just missed the sights, sounds and smells of steam engines 
from Avonside, Bagnall and Fowler going about their duties.  
Fortunately, quite a number of the locos concerned were preserved, 
albeit many of them required extensive restoration. This month one class 
of such locos is featured. The prototypes are described first and then 
something which I crave, a live steam model of one is chronicled. The 
description of the former is from on an article which appeared in Volume 
49 no 1 of S A Rail. Please bear in mind this was written over 10 years 
ago. 
Bagnall Meyer Articulated Locos 
The Bagnall Articulated or Bagnall Meyers as they are also known 
comprised a class of 7 articulated 0-4-0 + 0-4-0 side tank locos produced 
between 1936 and 1953 of which 6 were 2’ gauge and came to South 
Africa. The 7th (‘Monarch’ celebrating the coronation of Queen Elizabeth 
II) was the last narrow gauge steam loco built for British Industry in the 
form of the Bowaters Paper Company for its 2’6” gauge line at 
Sittingbourne.  
The first of the class, no 2544 of 1936 went to Illovo (originally as Illovo 
no 2 but renumbered to no 6). 
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http://www.northstarrailway.com/


2 
 

 

 
Illovo no 6 in 1945 
The second articulated Bagnall, works no 2545, was also of 1936 but 
actually delivered before 2544 to Crookes Brothers as ‘Renishaw No 5’. 
This loco had a larger boiler, firebox and cylinders and weighed over 5 
tons more than 2544 and was more typical of the class. 

 
Renishaw no 5 Photographer Unknown – David Guelpa? 
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Renishaw no 5 at Renishaw Mill. Photographer Unknown – David 
Guelpa? 
The next 4 Bagnall Meyers, namely 2830 and 2831 (‘Tugela’ and 
‘Nonoti’ respectively) went to Huletts in 1946 as did nos 3014 and 3015 
(‘Umhatuzi’ and ‘Mbozama’) in 1953. 
These were powerful locomotives with high tractive effort (in excess of 
12000lbs apart from Illovo no 6 where the tractive effort was 
approximately one third less),  but they were not popular with the 
maintenance staff because of problems with tubes and the flexible steam 
and exhaust pipe joints. In addition the time taken to raise steam was as 
long as 12 hours unless a compressed air blower was used resulting in a 
halving of steam up time. 
The first of the class no 2544,‘Illovo no 6’, did not last long - only 12 
years service before being withdrawn and eventually scrapped.  
‘Renishaw no 5’ (no 2545) is preserved in Surrey in the UK as part of the 
Rampton collection. The good news from there is that following the 
receipt of a grant from the Welsh Assembly Government, a GBP 1.8m 
restoration workshop is to be constructed at the Vale of Rheidol facilities 
at Aberystwyth. According to press reports, out of a large collection (40 
locomotives) 37 need restoration. It is understood that ‘Renishaw no 5’ is 
4th on the restoration list for the new facility.  
It is believed that ‘Tugela’ (2830) and ‘Nonoti’ (2831) were scrapped 
around 1968. 
3014 (‘Umhlatuzi’) and 3015 (‘Mbozama’) were bought by Sezela in 
1968. Their time at Sezela was short as the system closed only two 
years later.  
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‘Mbozma’ at Sezela. Photographer unknown. Eric Angus? 

 
An iconic photograph of ‘Mbozama’ on a bridge on the Sezela – Nil 
Desperandum main line in February 1970, a fortnight before the 
magnificent system closed. Photograph courtesy Charlie Lewis. 
‘Umhlatuzi’ was subsequently scrapped but in about 1976 ‘Mbozama’ 
(allegedly with ‘Nonoti’s boiler – a not uncommon source of confusion for 
the historian when as frequently happened the sugar companies 
swopped parts around on their various locos!) found its way to the 
Cripple Creek and Victor Narrow Gauge Railway in Colorado where it is 
currently described as ‘under restoration”.         
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Photographer Unknown 
A recent visitor to Colorado has confirmed that the loco is being worked 
on. Since the above photo was taken the side tanks and other fittings 
have been removed and the boiler derusted and primed (possibly ahead 
on an ultra sonic test?) However, given its current condition, its 
technically complicated nature and the demands on the resources of the 
Cripple Creek and Victor NGRR to keep its other three steam locos 
operational, it is likely that some time will pass before ‘Mbozama’ is back 
in steam. 

 
‘Monarch’ at Welshpool and Llanfair Light Railway. Photograph Phil 
Parker 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/00/Bagnall_3024_of_1953_-_aka_Monarch_from_the_Bowaters_railway_at_Sittingbourne.jpg
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In order to complete the history of the class, after retirement from 
Bowaters, ‘Monarch’ was sold to the Welshpool and Llanfair Light 
Railway (also a 2’6” gauge line). Subsequently the loco was acquired by 
the Welsh Highland with the intention of being re-gauged to 2’ but this 
never happened and ‘Monarch’ was repurchased by the Welshpool and 
Llanfair where the loco is currently undergoing a cosmetic restoration. 
The assistance of Gary Barnes, John Middleton and Peter Rampton with 
sourcing information on these locos is gratefully acknowledged. 
The model 
South Africa never had Shays and Climaxes but it did have Garratts in 
abundance, a few Heislers and six of the 7 Bagnall Meyers. Geared 
locos and articulated locos such as Bagnall Meyers hold a fascination for 
me and I have examples of nearly all of them. The missing class is the 
Bagnall Meyers and I have been trying to acquire a live steam model for 
a number of years.  
At the National Garden Railway Show held at Peterborough on the 26th 
June such a model was on display and a friend kindly sent me a 
photograph thereof. 

 

16mm live steam model of Bagnall Meyer ‘Monarch’. 
Investigations revealed that the ‘base’ model was built by Larry 
Cheeseman for Alan Reagan who is the chairman of the 16mm Narrow 
Gauge Modellers Association. Alan undertook several modifications and 
added the cosmetic features. 
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In Alan’s own (slightly edited) words: “The loco was a bit rudimentary 
when delivered, which I was expecting. I installed R/C (Larry had put 
servos into the drive units), then lowered the loco on the drive units as it 
sat too high.  He’d used a Roundhouse lifting arm as delivered.  A little 
mod meant that it would fit under and behind the U girder which carries 
the boiler and superstructure.  I also changed where they pivoted.  Larry 
had allowed for very sharp curves and I have pretty generous curves 
here.  I added further detail to the drive units and balanced them.  The 
sand boxes behind the buffer beams are brass castings full of lead.  
They balance out the weight of the cylinders.  I also balanced the body, 
so that weight is carried evenly over the drive units. 
I have 60 feet of 1 in 50 as I may have mentioned in the past.  The loco 
was fine with a heavy train on the flat but ran out of steam on the hill, so 
I installed a new burner, being a Roundhouse Millie burner fitted to the 
FG holder. 
Most recently I’ve been adding detail, some of which is modeller’s 
licence, such as the headlights and the generators.  I need to add top 
feed, injectors and cab steps.  I’ll also include steps on the front drive 
unit because if the loco was still in use, we would surely have added 
these to make it easier to water”. 

 

Monarch’s generator 
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Vacuum ejector behind exhaust 

 

Vacuum cylinder awaiting arm 

 

Whistle 
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Rear light 
To finish off this subject, Alan Reagan also put me right about a couple 
of Bagnall Meyer issues. Firstly, I was under the impression that no 
‘commercial’ model of a Bagnall Meyer had ever been made but Alan 
pointed out that many years ago Merlin Loco Works had  manufactured 
such a model: https://binnsroad.co.uk/railways/merlinloco/index.html) 
Secondly according to Alan:  
“There really isn’t anything hairy and scary about this loco” 
Finally, apparently a group of three modellers are each currently building 
16mm live steam versions using Roundhouse Darjeeling D drive units 
and a custom boiler and custom gas tanks. 
Ah well, maybe in my next life. In the meantime, my best hope is 
Roundhouse Engineering. Many of their products are already being 
incorporated in the models which have been or are being built. 
Book collection 
I now return, albeit from a different aspect, to a subject to which 
reference has been made on several previous occasions.  
Over the years I have accumulated a collection of books on railways and 
model railways. Some of them are commonly available so when I am 
finished with them they can go to the SPCA. But what about the rarer 
ones, particularly those on narrow gauge railways? I am mainly referring 
to books on the North American narrow gauge authored by Beebe, 

https://binnsroad.co.uk/railways/merlinloco/index.html
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Clegg, Norwood, Ferrell, Jones, Hilton. McFarland Digerness etc and 
published by Sundance, Pruett, Heinburger, Howell, Stanford etc. 
The ‘problem’ is having just acquired another collection, what 
arrangements should be made regarding its disposition on my demise?  
In the experience of the individual whose collection I acquired, second 
hand railway books have virtually no value irrespective of condition. The 
person concerned and I have the same objective to see our collections 
preserved.  
But let’s start at the beginning: is there any point in trying to preserve 
book collections? In the digital age, are book libraries not redundant? As 
copyright expires on the publications concerned, more and more 
information and particularly photographs are going to become 
electronically accessible. 
What about the practicalities? Who is going to bear the cost of housing 
and administering collections? Who in this day and age is going to get in 
his or her motor car to visit a library and not be permitted to borrow 
books? If permitted to take them out on loan, who is going to ensure the 
books are returned?  
The whole situation is fraught with difficulties.  
One thinks of a museum as a possibility but in this country the 
Outeniqua Transport Museum in George which has only one full time 
employee, is closed on weekends and recently was the subject of the 
theft of copper and brass fittings from some of the exhibits, does not fill 
me with much confidence.  
Sadly, it looks like the collections will end up overseas, either in the UK 
or the USA.  
If anyone can think of suitable recipients or can come up with a viable 
alternative plan please let me know. 
The end. 
 
 
 


