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Editorial 
This month the rebirth of the HMRC ‘portable’ layout, Roving Rails in its 
new home in the basement of a house in Durban North, is featured. The 
move has enabled a considerable extension to the length of the run and 
the adoption of several changes/innovations. 
Roving Rails – the new location. 
The new premises were used previously by the owner’s husband as a 
woodworking workshop. Following his death, they had lain empty for 
several years. The area concerned is divided into three:  a small storage 
room and two adjoining rooms originally divided by a wall and two glass 
doors. The total area in which the layout will be erected is approximately 
73 square metres. A considerable amount of clearing, including the 
removal of the two glass doors and repainting of the rooms has ensued. 
Owing to perspective, the photo below perhaps exaggerates the size of 
the bigger room and understates the size of the smaller one.  
The former is 10m long and 5.5m wide; the latter is ‘only’ 5m x 3.6m. 
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View of larger room. Entrance door on left. Photo Paul Munn. 

 

Another view showing the now removed glass doors between the 
rooms and the location of the storage room on the right more 
clearly. Photo Paul Munn. 
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Final view of larger room looking back to entrance door far right.  
Photo Paul Munn 

 

View of smaller room. Photo Paul Munn 
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Track configuration 
The proposed basic layout configuration above, (sidings/crossovers still 
to be added) will require holes to be bored through the dividing wall 

         
          The Vision 
 
This will be a hybrid 
layout, comprising two 
main components: 
firstly, the old 
DMR/HMRC straight 
modules probably fixed 
permanently along the 
left hand wall of the 
larger room; secondly 
and more importantly, 
the portable Roving 
Rails modules (the 
newer ones!). This will 
enable the latter to be 
transported to 
exhibitions which was 
one of the main 
objectives in building 
them in the first place. 
Several more people 
have expressed 
interest in building 
such a Roving Rails 
module. To facilitate 
this and to ensure 
standardisation, it has 
been decided to 
specify that the 
modules shall be 1.2m 
in length. This may 
require a rebuilding of 
some of the original 
ones.  
Another innovation is 
that this will be a single 
track layout which will 
permit extended runs. 
Layout Plan Eric 
James 
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between the two rooms. The smaller room will accommodate a custom 
built ‘M’ with two ‘wings’. Rail based industries will be located on the 
latter. To these, raw materials will be supplied and finished goods 
dispatched so providing freight for the railroad.  
It will be noted the proposed configuration provides for three reversing 
loops, one of which (bottom right) has already been constructed. This 
was done in Paul Munn’s workshop in West Riding and was facilitated by 
the skills and high quality tools (e.g. Martlet table saw etc) which Paul 
possesses.  

 

This is what a well-equipped woodworking workshop looks like. 
Trevor Pankhurst on left and Paul Munn on right. Photograph 
Gravin Phyfer. 
Revisions to materials 
The original specifications for materials to construct the modules 
provided for the use of laser cut birch ply to construct the ‘box’ and 
polyurethane foam for the base board. For three reasons, cost, 
thicknesses and availability (the local importer sources birch ply from 
Russia, now via China!) a decision was made to settle on commercial 
grade plywood. Legs originally used offcuts from the previous layout but 
now use 15mm plywood as do framing supports. The top baseboard 
uses 9mm plywood.  
The length of the module has been reduced to a standard 1.2m to 
enable laser cutting. 
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Unfortunately, the house accommodating the layout, like many another 
in the Durban area, has borer beetle so the modules will have to be 
treated to protect them against that.  

 
Plan of the ‘bell’ corner module set (bottom right of track 
configuration above). 

 
One more (the ‘triangle’) to go. The hairy knees in the background 
belong to Colin Healey.  
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The underside of four of the 5 components constituting the ‘bell’. 
The main framing raw material is 15mm commercial ply. Holes in 
the bracing for wiring. 

 

“Bell” in its permanent home with trammel showing where 3 lines 
will be located (one mainline and two passing/storage) 



8 
 

 

“Bell” with its pyjamas on and showing how Danie’s backdrop 
handiwork will not be lost. 

 
A photo of the boys at work. L-R Paul, Gravin, Colin and behind him 
Rodney. Note the final component of the ‘bell’ (the ‘triangle’) on 
immediate right of Colin and Rodney and the adjustable legs of the 
modules to cater for the uneven floor. Door to storage room behind 
Colin and Rodney. 
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The finished article. Top and underside views of standard 1.2m 
module. 

 

Spigots for aligning modules and fastener to join them together 
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Storage room. Bit of work required there I surmise! 
Ten years on……. 
As the end of the tenth year of publication of the North Star Chronicles 
draws to a close it is difficult not to be nostalgic. The spark for the 
newsletter was Sheldon McGlone’s death. Since then and particularly 
last year we have lost so many good people. I suppose this was 
inevitable against the background of the Covid pandemic.  
The other main development in the last ten years has been the 
deteriorating economic conditions in South Africa which inevitably has 
had a significant impact on the hobby. My first Atlas (Roco) loco cost 
USD29 in 1982, then equivalent to R29! 
The Rand now is plus minus 17.2 to the USD and over R20 to Sterling.  
Sadly, it does not end there. When freight and the costs of importing are 
added, model railroading has become an expensive hobby particularly in 
the larger scales.  
On a more positive note it has to be said that the quality of the new DCC 
equipment has added a considerable amount of realism to our models.  
All being well, I hope to continue finding inspiration for articles which in 
future will be written from Knysna.  
I wish all my readers a happy and safe festive season. Hopefully Father 
Christmas will be good to you. 
The end 


