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Editorial 
This month a subject covered previously will be revisited. When viewing 
model railroads it is usually the railway that is the star and the scenery 
the supporting actor. In this instance it is the opposite way around. It is 
the scenery that stars and the railway is the supporting actor.  
Pendon Museum – Long Wittenden Oxfordshire 
Pendon could be described as a giant diorama of the Vale of White 
Horse with a railway running through it. While there is certainly truth in 
that, it is also inadequate as there is so much more to the museum. For 
example, John Ahern’s Madder Railway and a model of the Dartmoor  
Walkham Viaduct are located in the museum. Those who want to be 
reminded of the former should read an earlier article on the Madder 
Railway in Volume 4 no 7 of the NSC.  
While Pendon has been covered previously (Volumes 4 no 5 and 6 no 7 
of the NSC refer) the subject will be more focused on this occasion for a 
number of reasons so that the history of the museum will be described, 
the photographs will deal with different buildings and some of the 
techniques/technology will feature. 
For those who are interested in the hobby, particularly the scenery side, I 
cannot recommend too strongly that Pendon is on your itinerary when 
you next visit the south of England. Those who can’t get to the UK  
should pay the museum an electronic visit via Vale Scene Virtual Tours 
at: https://pendonmuseum.com/  
I promise you will not be disappointed! 

mailto:northstarrailway@gmail.com
http://www.northstarrailway.com/
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A brief history of the museum 
Pendon’s USP (unique selling proposition) is “a glimpse of English rural 
life around 1930”. To that I would add “in the Vale of White Horse” 
because that is the geographic area from which inspiration for the 
models has been drawn. But I am getting ahead of myself. 
The origins of Pendon were featured in a British Railway Modelling video 
published in 2012 which can be viewed at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HzDQsZ__DyE 

Briefly, the museum was founded by an Australian Anglophile named 
Roye England who was born in 1906 into a wealthy family and 
immigrated to England in the late nineteen twenties. England became 
fascinated by the Vale of White Horse and its buildings and in a period of 
change was determined to preserve the area in model form as it was in 
the nineteen twenties and thirties. While developing his modelling skills 
he gathered people of like mindedness around him including Guy 
Williams who had pioneered loco building skills using Portescap motors 
and gearboxes and written a book about that. Williams also built a model 
of the Brunel inspired viaduct which still stands on the ground floor of the 
museum. 

 

Guy Williams Walkham viaduct 
 57 of the 90 locomotives owned by Pendon were built by Guy Williams. 
In 1954 England purchased a closed pub at Long Wittenham - the Three 
Poplars and re-opened it as a Youth Hostel on the property. This gave 
him access to a labour force which erected a Nissen Hut to house the 
museum. Subsequently, this was covered by another building and the 
Nissen Hut dismantled.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HzDQsZ__DyE
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Pendon Museum June 2022 

 

The extent of the diorama 
It is difficult to convey the size of the diorama in one photo and to explain 
why it has taken so long to complete it. The above photo gives an idea of 
the length. The breadth is also extensive and of course to the area of the 
diorama must be added the surrounding walkways and several display 
rooms.  
Given the painstaking work that has gone in to creating the diorama (one 
building has 40000 roof tiles all laid individually!) it is therefore not 
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surprising that although construction and detailing has been going on 
since the middle nineteen fifties, the diorama is not yet finished. 
However, the finishing line is now in sight.  

 
Another view of the extent of the layout 
Scenery 
It is difficult to decide what should be featured and what should not. The 
entire diorama screams quality (but please note the photos in this article 
were taken through glass and if you want to see the real McCoy either 
visit the display in person or via the website.)The origins/prototypes of 
the scenes that follow are identified in the free audioguide available 
during a visit to the museum. 

 

Note abandonded canal at bottom of picture 
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Railway 

 

Pen Tor Road 

 

Closer view of Pen Tor Road 

 
As with the buildings, the railway is a scale model – 4mm to the foot. The 
difference in this instance is the gauge is 18mm, 1.5mm wider than OO 
gauge. 
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Pendon Parva – the main station on the railway 
Electrics 

 

Well DCC it ain’t but the above photo and the one below show this is 
quite a layout which requires a skilled operator, the object being to 
replicate the timetable of protype trains that ran on the line. That looks 
suspiciously like a helix in the bottom left quadrant. 
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How to do it 

 

The prototypes of the models and the results showing construction 
techniques. Model of building waiting to be positioned below. 
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How to model grass, hedges and trees  
Conclusion 
OK so why all the fuss about Pendon? Well lots of reasons mainly 
associated with what can be learned from it. For historians and 
sociologists the museum provides insight to what living in the Vale of 
White Horse was like in the nineteen twenties and thirties; for modellers, 
the techniques pioneered by those who have been involved with the 
project over the years have pioneered the way for others to follow (the 
main material used for buildings is cardstock not styrene). 
But there is more: the structures associated with Pendon have been a 
major factor in its success. The museum is run by a charitable trust 
which is endowed and owns the property. Thus there is no threat of the 
operation ever being ejected from the building. To me this is a crucial 
part of any museum/charity. The vicissitudes of the economy while 
obviously having an effect on Pendon do not threaten the existence of 
the museum. It was interesting to learn that visitors have declined by 
nearly half since the eighties. Many other ‘businesses’ which had a 
similar experience would be struggling for survival. Not so Pendon. (It 
would also be interesting to learn what the pattern of website visitors has 
been over the same period – a question for my next visit) 
Another feature of the museum is that it is run by volunteers who clearly 
have a passion for what they do. Opening ever day would place a huge 
burden on them so those who wish to visit should first check open days 
via the website. Finally, if you ‘buy into’ the project, why not become a 
Friend of Pendon? 
The end 


