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Editorial 
Some 10 years ago Craig Hepburn and his family, originally from Port 
Shepstone, sold his Hobbytech shop located in Westville and emigrated 
to Perth Australia. I was always interested in how happy the landings 
had been. Now I have the answer. Craig is this month’s guest author for 
which I thank him, particularly as I was away for half of June! His article 
outlines the hobby scene in Perth and the layout he built there. 
“The tale of two layouts by Craig Hepburn 
G’Day Mate 
How good is my Aussie accent? 
Many readers will remember me as part of the Port Shepstone chapter 
of the Durban modelers and particularly those that attended the 2008 
National Model Railroad Convention, and later along with Jordan (my 
son) opening Hobbytech toys in Westville. 
Some history: 
I was fortunate enough to live in the same place for 20 years in Port 
Shepstone and had the space to build a fairly large layout, with about 
70% of the scenery completed. 
This layout had no particular theme or time period and was “American” 
with whichever flavour of railroad I liked the look of. 
Control 
It started off just before DCC really got going as a block-controlled 
system, then converted to Zero1, one of the first DCC systems and in 
1996 changed over to Digitrax. 
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Later becoming computer controlled with Traincontrollers Railroad and 
co software. 
I still have the first Digitrax DCS100 and it still works today! 
My interests are running rather than operating, and city and industrial 
scenes. 
In 2010 we made the life changing decision to emigrate to Perth 
(commonly referred to as Perthfontein) Australia, this is not a venture for 
the faint hearted. We left in October 2012 with much sadness and not 
enough time for a goodbye to everyone. 
After 10 years and being very settled here we still miss our friends and 
acquaintances that we become so used to until they are not there 
anymore.  
On to Australia. 
Our visa required us to own and operate a business for 4 years before 
we could become Australian citizens. We decided that it would be a 
hobby shop, which, after 4 years we would retire and hand over to 
Jordan, well we handed over but failed to retire. 
We purchased a small existing, more toy than hobby shop, and took 
over within 30 days of arrival in Australia. 
Pam and I now work 3 days a week in non-critical roles, which suits us 
as we do not have to be there and have time to pursue our interests. 
I can proudly say that Jordan has excelled and his shop Hobbytech toys 
(again) is now rated 3rd biggest by all our major Australian suppliers. 
(www.hobbytechtoys.com.au ) for anyone that wishes to have a look. 
We have done many trips to China and Europe and bring in our own 
containers and have developed some home brands along the way. 
We cater for all the major fields of the hobby, namely RC Cars, RC 
planes, plastic models, paints and tools, Lego, slot cars along with 
educational toys, games puzzles and more. 
Oh, I forgot to mention TRAINS. 
The market here is enormous, with a 25 million population, most of 
whom are of European background, and a super high living standard, 
there are a lot of train enthusiasts. 
In Perth we have 5 large clubs and a hand full of smaller ones. 
The bigger ones are well funded by the local government and grants 
from the likes of our Lotto, one such grant was AU$95 thousand. 
Trains and related products are second only to RC Cars in the shop. 
We carry everything imaginable from all the leading DCC systems to the 
super fine detail parts. 
Import directly from the likes of Bachmann, Accurascale, Rapido, 
Athearn and some smaller brands, as well as from Walthers, Horizon 
and the likes. 
One of my tasks is to buy trains on a large scale from all over the world, 
how cool is that! 
Anyway, back to my trains 
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After removing and salvaging all the buildings, details and bits I could 
from the Port Stepstone layout I managed to fill just over 100 
international (old tea chest) shipping boxes with trains. 
Buildings, Bridges, ships etc take up a lot of space. 
We managed to find a beautiful two-story home in Perth with a 9m x 5 m 
space upstairs for the trains and a spare bedroom for a workshop. 
In honour of two good friends Wane Sharp and Frank Graham the new 
layout was named, the Sharpville and Frankston, each having a town 
and station at either end of the passenger line. 
I wanted passenger and goods with a city at each end of the layout as 
well as lots of storage for goods trains all run automatically by computer. 
This was achieved with a 10 track 8-meter-long staging with 6 a turn 
helix on either end to take the trains up to the visible layout and about 
80m of double main line with a separate branch line. 
I could run up to 14 trains at a time, all controlled by the computer for 
hours. 
This is no mean feat as everything has to work perfectly, I would run, 
note any problems, stop, fix and try again, this took hundreds of pages, 
replacing anything unreliable from switches to locos and wagons that 
derailed. 
All rolling stock was eventually weighted, all wheels changed to Walthers 
proto metal wheels, all couplers changed to Kadee, decoders changed 
to ESU and so on. 
Along the way I purchased a 60-watt laser cutter with a 600mm x 
500mm bed capable of cutting up to 5mm MDF and 10mm acrylic. 
This became a hobby within a hobby as I could now create structures, 
fences, bridges, and basically any 2-dimension piece imaginable which 
layered gave any 3D shape needed. 
Recently a 3D printer was added and I am now starting to produce some 
very nice bits and pieces. 
I decided to complete each section to 100% detailed before moving on to 
the next and started with Sharpville which encompassed a harbour, a 6-
track passenger station with THREE separate station buildings and a 4-
track underground, all approximately 6 Meters long by 1.6 Meters wide. 
The oldest being on the two main line through tracks which went under 
the modern blue glass building and into the Sharpville terminal built in 
1951. 
The stations were inspired by the new Berlin Station glass structure over 
all the old sections and the Gare du Nord in Paris. 
This section was completely detailed and 99% complete. 
Unfortunately, all good things must come to an end and we made the 
decision during Covid that we wanted a sea view and some extra garage 
and workshop space. 
After a year of looking Pam has found the perfect spot, closer to the 
grandchildren, 180 degree sea views, a 10m x 8m train room on the top 
floor with views to die for and no less than a 8 car garage. 
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The layout has been dismantled and the house turned back into a 
saleable property and put up for sale, we will be moving some time late 
May early June. 
The next layout will be the last one as I am NOT moving again. 
To end we are very comfortable in Australia, are fortunate to have our 
whole family here, and now that Covid is over start to travel again with 
SA being first stop as soon as the move is over. 
We do however miss each and every person we left behind. 
Here are some pictures with descriptions referenced below. 
Picture 1 Sharpville in all its glory 

 

Harbour in the foreground, Sharpville in the middle with the blue glass 
structure showing. Just below Sharpville station the lights of the 
underground station are visible. 
All the buildings are lit with LEDs and each can be turned on and off with 
the computer. 
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Picture 2 Sharpville from the other side of the harbour 

 
Front facia and sign made from the laser 
The green shop fronts, Sharpville stone station and harbour wall were all 
scratch built with the help of the laser out of MDF and corn flake boxes. 
The blue glass building is from 3mm Acrylic sheet 
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Picture 3 Looking down on Sharpville 

 
The Amtrak FP40 is sitting on one of the two thru tracks, to the left are 
the 4 stub end tracks behind the main entrance. 
The station is made of layers of MDF and cardboard placed both 
vertically and horizontally making the front façade approximately 15 mm 
thick which makes it look like a real solid stone building. 
The concrete barriers protecting the construction site are my first 3D 
printings. 
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Picture 4 Looking from the back we see the original station on the 
left with all its platforms, the new Glass building over the top, and 
unseen the stone building behind the glass one. 

 
The two left hand tracks join up with the main line for the long-distance 
trains while on the right are the 4 stub end tracks which end up in 
Frankston 
On the roof of the glass building are the service and Aircon units all of 
which were 3D printed. 
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Picture 5 Inside Sharpville during construction 

 
All the roof trusses are laser cut out of 3mm MDF 
Windows are corn flake boxes 
Platforms laser cut MDF 
And believe it or not the white benches are all laser cut corn flake boxes. 
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Picture 6 to 9 In the quest for realism, I have started weathering 
some of the fleet 

 
A couple of hours each and 40 done so far, only about 200 to go 
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Picture 10 Some of the detail (below) 
Here you can see how a number of layers of 1mm cardboard was used 
to make the ornate windows. 
The cast iron fence is again made of cornflake boxes, as is the garden 
bench just to the left of the news stand. 
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Picture 11 Just for some of the close-up detail 

 

Last Run of the Highway Model Railway Club layout (in its present 
form!) 
The last run of the Highway Model Railway Club will take place on 
Saturday 2nd July from 12h00 onwards. (I realise this will not be of much 
interest to our out of town fellow hobbyists!) Should you wish to view the 
layout prior to the commencement of dismantling, please come along to 
4 Jacaranda Hill, 7 Meadow Lane, Kloof 3610. 3rd right off Everton Road 
into Meadow Road, 1st left into Meadow Lane, 200 yds down on right.  
Elect for option 2 on intercom. If that does not work phone 082 807 1326 
When entry has been gained, please park on the grass 100 yards along 
on the left and walk back to no 4.  
The end 


