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Editorial 
Following the (forced) decision to dismantle the HMRC layout, it has not 
been possible to obtain suitable alternative premises which 
accommodate our needs. Accordingly, a decision has been taken to not 
only dismantle the layout but also to sell it. Coincidentally, it has come to 
my attention that John Everitt has commenced the same process with 
respect to his two layouts. The one with which I am familiar is the 
Durban layout, one of the two most prominent in Durban. It is named the 
Grand Funk Railroad (GFR). It is sad to see this one go but a house 
move like HMRC has necessitated this course of action. Anyone 
interested in acquiring John’s layout should contact him for details at 
slipkid53@everittagencies.co.za 
Now back to the HMRC layout: ever since the sale of the property 
housing the club was first mooted, various attempts have been made to 
find another home. The problem is the space required is at least 60 
square meters and understandably in these tough times few if any 
landlords are willing to make such an area available at less than a 
market rental.  
So thoughts turned to plan B. This was to sell the layout in its entirety 
and rely on the Roving Rails modules to operate trains and show off the 
hobby to the public. The problem with Plan B is like the John Everitt’s 
GFR, the market for selling this size of layout is limited and probably 
located mainly on the Reef.  
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So thoughts turned to plan C: breaking the layout into two, the remaining 
parts which originated from DMR (five 1.8m long modules and two 
standard corners) and the original Roving Rails section, currently 2 x 
1.5m long modules on one side and 3 x 1.5m long modules on the other. 
If that won’t fly, there is always plan D – sell the module sets individually. 
This was the approach recommended by Jean David from Dream Trains. 
In order to give potential purchasers an idea of the prices associated 
with buying the HMRC layout or its components, below are the asking 
prices for individual module sets, the residues of the former Roving Rails 
and Durban Modular Railroaders layouts and finally the entire layout. 
Roving Rails – Grahamstown – two 1.5m x .5m modules – R10500 
Photo 1 – left hand module 

 

Photo 2 – right hand module 

 

Note: the price of the two module set excludes the building on the 
extreme right sitting on the filler piece. 
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Estimated replacement cost of the two modules: 
7 points, 3 three way points, 1 double slip, 15 point motors, control panel 
+ 20 lengths of track (36 inches or 914mm long) + framework + buildings 
= R21000+ 
Roving Rails – Pietersville – two 1.5m x .5m modules – R6400 
Photo 3 left hand module 

 

Photo 4 right hand module 

 

Estimated replacement cost of two modules: 
11 points and point motors +16 lengths of track + control panel + 
framework + buildings =R12800+ 
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Roving Rails – Port Owen – three 1.5m x .5m modules – R13250 
Photo 5 - left hand module 

 
Photo 6 – two right hand modules 

 
The above photo shows the two right modules, the second one begins 
just beyond the ship.  (This is available separately – poa). 
Estimated replacement cost of Port Owen: 
20 points and 15 lengths track + framework + buildings =R26500+ 
Roving Rails – one 1.5m x .5m module (framework only) – R600 
Estimated replacement cost R1200+ 
Total asking price all 8 Roving Rails modules R30750. 
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DMR  section 
McGlone – two 1.8m x .9m modules – R7250 
Photo 7 This shows both Mcglone modules and at the rear the entry 
from the outer loops to the central marshalling yards. 

 
Estimated replacement cost: 
8 points, 2 three way points, 3 double slips + 18 point motors, 12 
straights+ buildings = R14500+  
DMR – Shirley three 1.8m x .9m modules – R6000 
Photo 8 looking right 
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Photo 9 looking left towards McGlone 

 
Estimated replacement cost:  
Fleischman turntable + 22 points and point motors + 43 lengths track + 
buildings = R12000+ 
Photo 10 - DMR standard corner module. (refer North Star Railway 
website www.northstarraiway.com)for specifications – R900 

 
Estimated replacement cost:  
I point, 5 metres of track + framework = R1800+ 
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Photo 11 - DMR standard corner module R2000 

 

Photo 12 – Closer view of DMR standard corner module 

 
Estimated replacement cost: 
Framework + 4 lengths of track + buildings = R4000+ 
Total price 5 ex DMR straight plus 2 corner modules R16150 
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HMRC Non standard area 
Asking price R5000 
As will be noted from the next five photos, the HMRC layout includes a 
custom built area incorporating two non standard corners which also 
provide access to the McGlone/Shirley marshalling yards. 
Photo 13 - HMRC custom built area: the corner adjacent to 
Pietersville 

 

Photo 14 - HMRC custom built area:  further round 
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Photo 15 - HMRC custom built area: the straight section connecting 
the two corners and the tracks joining up with the Mcglone/Shirley 
marshalling yards in the centre of the layout. 

 
Photo 16 - HMRC custom built area: the far corner which adjoins 
Port Owen and  incorporates a Wild West heritage village. 
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Photo 17 - HMRC custom built area: another view of the Wild West 
heritage village 

 

Arising from the way this section has been constructed, it would really 
only make sense to incorporate it in its entirety if the layout was sold as it 
currently stands. If the layout is to be sold piecemeal then the 
components of the custom built section can be sold separately – as 
individual parts. 
In order to give potential buyers an idea of what is involved, the items on 
this area comprises the following: 
6 points + 3 diamond crossings + 22 lengths of track plus extensive 
buildings 
Estimated replacement cost R10000+ 
Photo 18 - Overview of layout 
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Finally, asking price for the whole caboodle (excluding the ship, Digitrax 
items, motive power and rolling stock) – R50000.  
Interested parties should contact the club chairman Gravin Phyfer, 
phone 082 807 1376 and e-mail gravin57@gmail.com.  
My thanks to Trevor Pankhurst for taking the photographs. 
Also for sale 
Following a recent visit to our new abode, it became obvious that to put it 
in trade jargon I am overstocked with LGB items (the boxes take up a lot 
of space!) and need to reduce my exposure to this gauge. Anyone 
interested in motive power, passenger rolling stock and track (no 
straights) and some accessories please e-mail me intimating the items 
you are after and I will try and assist. 
Also arising from our proposed move I have a surfeit of North American 
prototype freight cars (particularly 30’ ones). All are boxed, weighted and 
fitted with Kaydee couplers which are now R50 per pair. 
Again anyone interested can contact me at the e-mail address 
(preferred) or phone number at the beginning of this newsletter.  
The end. 
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