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Editorial 
This month the saga of Murray Kyle’s Garden layout continues. 
Part 2: Completion (For Part 1 refer to August NSC) 
Photos unless otherwise credited, courtesy Trevor Pankhurst. 

 

The bottom section  - a relatively flat loop. 
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Bachmann White Pass and Yukon Mogul approaching the wooden 
bridges over the koi pond on the bottom loop. 

 
Crossing Murray’s scratchbuilt bridges over the koi pond. 
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Bachmann Big Hauler crossing the bridge over the koi pond pulling 
a rake of Bachmann D&RGW coaches. 

 
More bridges on the bottom loop 
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Freight too! Bachmann 0-4-0 Porter on the lower loop. 
The other (top) section is where the main challenges were posed 
because of the steep terrain. As noted in last month’s NSC article, this 
required bridges, viaducts and a two helixes to gain height before 
reaching the return loop at the top of the hill. 

 
The ‘Y’ transition between the lower loop and top area. 
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Looking up hill. Bridge, viaduct and loops to gain height.  
From the point where the track leaves the bottom loop to the top return 
loop and including the helix, the railway gains some 2 meters in height. 

 

The same area viewed from the opposite direction. The centre line 
leads back to the lower loop. 
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Closer view of the bottom helix to showcase the difficult 
topography and how well Murray coped with it. Also to highlight his 
bridge/viaduct building skills.  

 

On the top helix. 
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Bachmann WP&Y Mogul on the top of the helix heading for the 
peak return loop just visible in the background where the bridge is. 
Apart from the setting and visual impact of the layout including the 
ballasted track, there is a number of things which attract me about 
Murray’s layout. 
Firstly, he did most of the landscaping/build himself. 
Secondly, for the track he used locally sourced materials. I have 
mentioned on several occasions my preference for using track other 
than LGB for building G scale, or gauge 1 layouts. Murray did just that 
through the use of local produced, high quality, UV treated sleepers and 
brass rail. The track is code 250 (quarter inch high) as against LGB’s 
code 332 (a third of an inch high). The result is a product which in my 
view is of higher quality, aesthetically superior and much cheaper than 
its imported competitor.  
Thirdly, not only did Murray use locally produced track, but he built his 
own points. This resulted in an even bigger saving compared to LGB. 

 

Hand built points 
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Heading downhill on the top helix 

 

Another shot of the WP&Y Bachmann Mogul no 14 heading 
downhill with a rake of Bachmann WP&Y coaches. 
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An interloper! Non radio controlled live steam Aster Alishan Shay 
struggling to cope with grade. Look at the rockwork! This photo 
and next two - editor. 

 

Another shot of the Alishan Shay viewed from its “right side” 
crossing the bridge on the upper return loop.  
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Again, look at the rockwork on the bridge! 

 

Another visitor – a Bachmann battery powered and radio controlled 
2 truck Shay.  

 

And finally an example of some of the detail that has been added. 
Look at the ‘real’ plants in the pots! 
Murray can be justifiably proud of his world class layout which hopefully 
we can revisit in a couple of year’s time to catch up with how the plant 
life on the line has fared. 
The end. 
 


