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Editorial 
Well here we are, 2020 and volume 8. The mind boggles! 
Cape Gauge 1 featured in the December NSC and there have been 
further developments since then, some positive and others extremely 
negative. First the positive: again thanks to Carel Janse van Rensburg’s 
efforts, Cape Gauge 1 has been officially recognised by the Gauge 1 
Association. From now on, an overseas Cape Gauge 1 Group will be 
featured in the Overseas Group Contact panel of Gauge 1 Newsletter 
and Journals. 
The negative is the horrific floods experienced in Centurion which 
devastated the Centurion Society of Model Engineers site with facilities 
including buildings and the Gauge 1 layout flooded when the Hennops 
river burst its banks. Damage was severe and will take many months to 
repair.   
Turning to a happier subject, this month it is the turn of 16mm SAR 
modellers to be featured in the form of arguably the biggest supplier of 
SAR narrow gauge rolling stock kits – Resurgam. According to 
Wikipedia this is Latin for ‘I shall rise again’. 
Let’s have a look at Resurgam and how it acquired that name but at the 
outset please note that I have no connection with the company other 
than being a satisfied customer. 
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Resurgam 
Towards the end of the 19th century two submarines were built on the 
initiative of the Reverend George Garrett. Both carried the name 
‘Resurgam’. The first was a primitive hand powered affair but the second 
vessel, Resurgam II built in 1879 on the Mersey, was powered by a 
closed cycle steam engine. Garret’s objective in building the submarines 
was to provide the British Admiralty with a weapon that could be used to 
penetrate the chain defences used to protect warships. Resurgam II did 
not have a happy ending sinking off north Wales while under tow. Those 
who want to read more about the submarines should look up the 
Wikipedia reference at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurgam.  
David Williams is the owner of the Resurgam kit building business which 
he started following a stint as features editor and then editor of a leading 
model railway magazine. David was born and brought up in North Wales 
and has had a lifelong interest in maritime matters and also the narrow 
gauge railways in the area. Given the revolutionary nature of the 
engineering involved with Resurgam II David felt that this was just the 
sort of name that could have been applied to a locomotive of the time. 
Indeed his Roundhouse Linda loco is called ‘Resurgam’ and this was 
also the name given to the carriage and wagon works on David’s 16mm 
‘Pear Tree Light Railway’. When the time came to name the business, 
Resurgam seemed the natural and appropriate choice. 
So why the concentration on SAR prototypes? The answer is simple: 
David’s proximity to the Welsh Highland Railway whose main power 
sources and a lot of its wagons have South African origins. David had 
acquired a 16mm coal fired Garrett but had no stock for the loco to pull 
so he started to design and build his own.  
The other main thread to the Resurgam business is David’s knowledge 
of CAD which he acquired at school. This and the proximity of a 
business with a laser cutter enabled the designs to be turned into reality.  
The Range 
Currently there are 23 different kits available based on SAR prototypes 
with more on the way. With one partial exception, all of the kits are 
available in plywood and MDF. The TZ-9 Water Cooled Van has 
hardboard inner body sides and ends covered with mesh screens in 
MDF or plywood to represent the main framework. The range can be 
viewed on David’s Facebook page @ResurgamRollingStock . A web 
page is in course of preparation. David can be contacted via e-mail at 
davidlwilliams42@btinternet.com  
A Resurgam kit build 
 My main holiday project in December was to build two Resurgam B 
wagon kits (types 1 and 2) which were acquired at the 2019 16mm 
exhibition at Peterborough. My experiences with the builds follow. 
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In this instance the kits were MDF based as this was all that was 
available at the show. I have been accustomed to working with plywood 
so MDF was a new experience.  
The photos below show how the parts are supplied. It will be noted 
wheels, bearings, couplings, brake pipes/hoses and decals are missing 
but the kits are supplied with prototypical bogie frames. As standard 
these accept Brandbright RSA28A or RSA28B bearings giving a choice 
of 1/8” or 2mm journals respectively. Brandbright RSA30 wheels (25mm 
diameter) are recommended. Alternatively, when ordering, the bearings 
holes and stretchers can be cut to suit wheelsets / bearings of the 
buyer’s choice. Again as standard the kits are supplied with markings on 
the headstock for the installation of Accucraft Chopper Couplings with a 
centreline at 22.5 mm above the railhead to match with Accucraft Locos.  
However, within reason, the headstocks can be modified to 
accommodate the buyer’s choice of couplings / coupling height.  
The instructions are comprehensive and suggest starting with the 
bogies. For someone unaccustomed to working with MDF this is 
probably a good idea. The kits use a slot and tab method of building. 
This is a relatively simple technique and as usual the ‘when all else fails 
read the instructions’ is probably the best approach! More of this later. 
My adhesive preference is ordinary white wood glue and not the 
waterproof type. If mistakes are made as I did while building fruit van kits 
(refer NSC Volume 4 no 4 April 2016) the use of non waterproof glue 
enables them to be rectified (probably not a viable proposition with 
MDF). 
One area where I diverged from the instructions was with reference to 
when the sanding sealer was applied. It is recommended to apply this 
before starting the build. Because my airbrush equipment did not 
accompany me on holiday I applied the sanding sealer after the kits had 
been built.  
I always get nervous when I see the word ‘child’ mentioned in the 
context of ‘simple and easy to assemble’. This conjures up images of 
having to ask my granddaughters for help with the project concerned. 
However, in this case the context is different. The instructions 
recommended that the build should not be attempted by a child without 
close adult supervision. Hmmmm. 
Because I did not have the required wheels and bearings I decided not 
to start with the bogies but dived straight into the body. 
All the 16mm kits I have built are based on the principle of starting with a 
sturdy ‘box’ and then covering the box with a thin ‘skin’ which replicates 
the material of the prototype – wood or steel. The final stage of the build 
is to add detail.  
Before describing the build let’s have a look at what the kits comprise. 
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 The Package Contents  

 
Above decks – floor and inner ‘box’ sides top, outer sides below 

 
 Above decks – ends, doors, stretchers, strapping, capping and 
spare bits 
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Below decks and recommended embarkation point – bogies.  

 
Below decks – brake rigging 
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Basic box – the skeleton 

 
Adding flesh to a type 2 

 
Detail added to the type 2. Just Accucraft couplers, brake wheels 
brake pipes/hoses and hinges to add and then it is painting and 
fitting decals. The main difference between the type 1 and type 2 is 
the extensive use of rivets on the former. As can be seen from the 
photo above the type 2 was an all weld construction. 
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The view from below. Only the brake cylinder to add.  
Note: the wheels and bogies are from an OZ kit.  
To give an idea of how the kits will look (I hope!) when complete and 
painted, the photos below have been copied from the Resurgam 
Facebook page. All remaining photos of models courtesy David 
Williams. 

 
Type 1 B wagon with Accucraft couplings and brake pipes/hoses. 
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A selection of wagons built from Resurgam kits. Right to left: DZ 9 
followed by a type 1 B wagon, then a type 2, another type 1 and 
another type 2. A V16 brake van brings up the rear.  
 Photograph taken on David Williams Pear Tree Light Railway 
garden railway line. 

 
 
Coal fired ELR NGG16 pulling a rake of goods wagons. Left to right 
G7 cattle wagon, STJ timber wagon, 4 B wagons, DZ, V16 guards 
van. 
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Right to left DZ, OZ, O tall fruit van, B, TZ-9 water cooled dairy 
wagon, two lavatory/1st coaches, TM22 brake third. 
Photo David Williams. 

 
R to L L-4 Brake 1st, L-4 First, L-4 Third, L-5 First, L-4 Third, L-4 
Brake Third 
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Conclusions 
If you are a SAR 16mm to the foot narrow gauge modeller, Resurgam 
kits are a valuable resource. My preference would be to buy the plywood 
rather than the MDF versions albeit the former are slightly more 
expensive. (Cost of the kits is on the Resurgam Facebook page)  
A sharp knife (scalpel?) is vital to achieve a good result with MDF. In my 
experience sanding small MDF parts is not an easy operation.  
The instructions supplied with the kits are comprehensive and generally 
simple to follow. Unfortunately my attention span lagged a bit towards 
the end and I got muddled with respect to the brake cylinder layers. 
Fortunately an e-mail to David was answered promptly and the situation 
was clarified.  
My plan is to use etched brass for the brake wheels, footsteps and hand 
rails. In my view this makes for a more robust result when the vehicles 
are being handled.  
To close, here is a photo showing the aftermath of the Centurion floods. 
Shortly before this shot was taken most of the area featured in the photo 
was under water. It will be noted there is still a puddle in front of the 
tunnel. 

 
Damage to the gauge 1 layout. Photo Carel Janse van Rensburg. 
I close with the Guildford Society of Model Engineers mantra: 
“Will small children go without food or shoes if I buy this loco?” – No, so 
that’s OK then!! 
The end 


