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Editorial  
First, as a post script to the Garden Railway Exhibition, it appears I may 
have been being a bit hasty or perhaps too critical with my comments 
about the level of success of the event. The following is an excerpt from 
the Outeniqua Railway Society’s January 2019 newsletter: 
“The Model Room enjoyed the busiest time in our history for visitors 
attending over this holiday period.” 
“Most days it was heaving, standing room only in the model room.”      
“…… we had the best revenue for the ORS ever, over 2018 Festive 
December.” 
Just what the doctor ordered!                                            
This is being written in early January, traditionally a time for reflection on 
New Years’ resolutions. I am not normally big into those. However as I 
get older and arising from experience one issue has come to the fore 
and that is I need to reduce the amount of model railway “stuff” I have, or 
at least be more selective about the collection. This issue was brought 
home to me by Mike Leppan who is currently assisting a son dispose of 
a large collection of his father’s HO Marklin, Lima and model railway 
items together with a model ship collection.  
From a personal perspective this is going to be a difficult  (traumatic?) 
process but it has to be done. In my time I have seen too many widows 
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and children left with the burden of disposing of a deceased’s model 
railway collection and it is unfair on them to have to cope with a situation 
not of their making because their husbands/father did not make proper 
plans for the inevitable.  
There are several options to deal with such situations. The best starting 
point is to make an inventory of what the collection comprises. If the 
“recycling” option is chosen, swopmeets seem to work well on the Reef 
but they are few and far between in Durban. Model railway dealers, 
Mervyn Mark’s Blackmark Express (hickey@megabits.co.za) Shaun le 
Roux (capemodeltrains@gmail.com) and Chris de Witt 
(chrisdewit@absamail.co.za) between them cover the main metropolitan 
areas in this country. The local WhatsApp 45mm and LGB groups see a 
lot of trade in the larger scales.  
Overseas, the Hornby Railway Collectors Association in the UK runs 
regular auctions to assist with the disposal of O gauge Hornby and 
Hornby Dublo collections and of course there are auction houses like 
Vectis who provide a fairly pricey collection disposal process.  
For those who do not want to see their collections broken up, AIMREC is 
endeavouring to establish an educational centre/museum at Ashover in 
Kent to preserve model railway layouts and collections. 
In my own situation, following the dismantling of the Durban Modular 
Railway layout in Kloof I ended up with a lot of timber, buildings, kits, 
track, accessories as well as the baseboards which remained in storage 
for 13 years. The building of a train room and the merging of DMR and 
Roving Rails saw a lot of such items re-emerging to be used on the 
Highway Model Railway Club layout. (The use what you have principle). 
However the items which  have not been used are obvious candidates 
for disposal.  
An aspect of this slimming process is that I have too many items that for 
one reason or another are not in commission. For example, arising from 
the change in technology, DC locos no longer ‘fit’ a DCC controlled 
layout so with Roger Kennet’s and John Burkhardt’s assistance some of 
the older technology locos have had decoders and sound fitted to them. 
The ones which cannot be so converted are to be sold. 
Several of my live steam locos are ‘hors de combat’ so a process has 
started to fix them. If I can’t do it myself a person with the requisite skills 
has to be found to do so. 
Finally, after wandering a long way around the houses I get to the point 
where this edition of the NSC is headed. Like many another I suspect, 
there are boxes with unfinished projects lurking in my cupboards! An 
example of this was an Art Curren inspired kitbash featured in the 
February 2018 (Volume 6 no 2) NSC.This was a kit that was started 
about 25 years ago and for various reasons not completed until the end 
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of last year. While I take credit or the blame depending on your point of 
view for most of the building work, it was thanks to Danie Joubert’s 
artisitic skills that I ended up with what I think is an attractive addition to 
the HMRC layout. See below. 

 
There are several other examples on the HMRC layout of 
completed/renovated buildings which I will feature in due course. 
Another example of a long term (18 year!) build is two Tolhurst Model 
Engineering coaches which are intended to be pulled by a 16mm live 
steam TME Vale of Rheidol ‘Prince of Wales’ loco. The husband and 
wife team of Chris and Sandra Tolhurst, now sadly retired, were one of 
the foremost builders of 16mm and latterly gauge 1 live steam locos in 
the UK. Chris did the design and component fabrication while Sandra 
built the locos. They feature probably amongst the best detail of 
miniature live steam models ever built.  
The Vale of Rheidol Railway was authorised by an Act Parliament in 
1897 but not opened until 1902. The gauge was 1’11¾” and the 11¾ 
mile line currently runs from Aberystwyth to Devils Bridge although there 
was also once a harbour branch. Built originally as an ore and timber 
carrier, at a relatively early stage (1930) it became mainly a passenger 
operation. The significance of the line is that it was the last steam 
railway operated by British Rail before passing to private ownership in 
1989. 
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A photo of the prototype of the TME loco concerned is shown below.   
Vale of Rheidol no 9 “Prince of Wales”built at Swindon in 1924 

 
In addition to locos, TME also offered Vale of Rheidol etched brass 
coach kits, two of which I acquired some 18 years ago. One of these 
was started and got quite far down the track (sorry about the pun) and 
then I discovered my attempts at soldering did not pass quality control (a 
considerable undersatement!) As will be seen from the photo below 
featuring the before (bottom join) and after (top join) in fact my soldering 
could best be described as a dog’s breakfast! The pink discolouration of 
the brass is a result of the flux (I think). 
The kits have wooden inserts and my soldering efforts prevented them 
from fitting properly. In addition the bogies were beyond me. To cut a 
long story short, I have been fortunate to encounter Mike Dane in 
Knysna who is an English expat skilled builder of brass O gauge locos. 
In furtherance on my resolution to reduce the quantity of unfinished 
projects in my cupboards Mike has kindly agreed to assist with the 
completion of the two coach kits in return for some Peco O gauge track 
surplus to my requirements.  
It will be observed that the solder on one side of the coach interior looks 
relatively neat (top). I eventually decided to use a Dremel with a 
deburring  attachment to grind off the protuding material. While my wife 
was not exactly impressed by the noise that made, it did achieve the 
desired results. The protruding solder has been removed, the wooden 
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inserts now fit and work on completing one of the kits  can recommence. 
Hopefully the finishing process will not take another 18 years! 
Attempts at soldering 

 
It is a legitimate question why this kit has taken so long to progress. The 
soldering issue is only part of it. For its time, the details were fine scale 
and time consuming. Lots of individual rivets to be fitted, bending of the 
etched brass parts – steps etc. building seats, scribing interior wooden 
floors and sides and then painting. No wonder the instruction manual 
runs to 23 pages! But another reason for the completion delay was a 
decision a long time ago that this would be a holiday build. As a result 
there were long gaps between work on the project and it tended to be 
forgotten especially with the soldering challenges. 
To give an idea of those challenges below are two photographs of the 
state of progress of construction of one of the kits – the brake/third. 
The top photo shows the brass sides prior to the removal of the surplus 
solder together with the wooden inserts and two of the bogie sides.  
The bottom photo shows a birds eye view of a trial fitting of the wooden 
interior parts. 
There is still lots to do, fitting the detail parts – door handles etc. Again 
Mike Dane’s soldering assistance will be sought. 
Finally there is my nemesis – painting! However hopefully with the 
guiding hand of Danie Joubert and a step by step approach I will get 
there. 
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The exterior with scribed wooden interior sides and floor below 

 
Dummy run of fitting wooden interior parts 

 
Photos of detailed parts taken from instruction booklet 
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While researching this project recently I came across an anomaly. 
According to Wikipedia there is no brake third coach in the VoR roster 
and there never was one! This assertion flies in the face of both TME 
and Brandbright offering 16mm scale kits of such a coach. Further 
investigation was obviously required. Contact was made with the VoR 
and Will Smith kindly responded as follows: 
“First Class on the VoR was abolished by the GWR in the 1920s but was reinstated 
by British Rail in the mid 1980s. 
Carriage Nos 11 and 12 (GWR No 4995 and 4996) were built by the GWR in 1938 
(some components of original carriages were re-used including bogies) - these 
vehicles were originally brake third vehicles with the First Class compartment at the 
Aberystwyth end of the train.  
During the 1980s, these two vehicles were converted to First / Third / Brake 
composites. They were rotated 180 degrees, observation windows were fitted into 
the new Aberystwyth end and a First Class section provided. A partition separated 
off a small third class section between the First Class seating and the Guards 
compartment. You will see this clearly in this image:  

1st brake coach no 4995 

 
Fast forward to 2018, and No 11 entered the works once more coming out of traffic 
during the autumn. The partition to the old Third Class section has been removed in 
order to provide a more spacious First Class section. The existing double doors on 
the Guards van section will enable easy boarding for wheelchairs. 
For the 2019 season , No 11s place in the set will be taken by 4 wheeled brake van 
No 137, usually only used on autumn and winter services. No 11 will return to traffic 
mid 2019 and then No 12 will receive the same treatment. 
A new book - Vale of Rheidol Railway, Measured and Drawn will be published later 
this year, it is an exquisite work containing detailed drawings of all aspects of the 
VoR including a large number of previously unpublished material. One to watch! 

There is an old expression: don’t believe everything you read in 
newspapers. Looks like the expression should also apply to Wikipedia. 
Anyone know how to correct Wikipedia articles? 
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The Vale of Rheidol locos and the coaches went through many livery 
changes in their history reflecting changes of ownership – Cambrian, 
GWR, British Rail and now private ownership. Stupidly, when I travelled 
on the line 20 years ago I did not take photos of the interior of the 
coaches so it looks like some in situ further market research will be 
required to remedy that situation! No pain there! 
So, only having a few photographs of the interior of the coaches in order 
I can colour match, the nearest guides I can find from the internet are 
shown below. The second one is the most helpful as it shows the white 
ceiling, the cream ends and the maroon/red seat cushions as well as the 
brown of the seats themselves.  
Second open? 

 
Interior of VoR All Third? 
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VoR 1st coach showing blue cushioning and carpets 

 
VoR all third with red cushions? 

 
Two further pieces of information about the VoR are firstly NGG13 no 60 
the ex SAR Garratt previously located in Switzerland, has been loaned 
to the VoR by its owner who is part of the VoR’s management. The 
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loading and transporting of this loco from Switzerland was covered in the 
October 2017 NSC Volume 5 no 10. The loco will enter service on the 
VoR line later this year.  
NGG13 no 60 ‘Drakensberg’ at Aberystwyth (source Wikipedia) 

 
Secondly the VoR is the location of the Baguley Drewry diesel which is 
the prototype of the 16mm model produced by Accucraft UK.  
VoR no 10 Baguley Drewry 0-6-0 diesel (photo source internet) 
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This Accucraft model retails in the UK at GBP350 (including VAT). In my 
view the loco offers good value for money not only being regaugable to 
45mm but also offering possibilities of fitting battery power, radio control 
and sound.  
Photo sourced from Accucraft UK website 

 
Finally, I am ashamed to have to report my New Year resolution did not 
last very long and it is all Mike Leppan’s fault that I had a self control 
breakdown. Remember the collection to which I referred at the beginning 
of this newsletter? Well Mike brought to my attention that it also included 
some very nice 2 rail Hornby Dublo locos and wagons. Having been 
associated with Hornby Dublo for nearly 70 years the temptation was too 
much (“the Devil made me do it!”) 
So, instead of starting off the year with less model railway “stuff” I now 
have more.  
So much for New Year resolutions. 

https://www.accucraft.uk.com/wp-content/uploads/Baguley-Diesel-Yellow-1.jpg

