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Editorial                                                 
Happy New Year everyone! Here we are into the seventh year of the 
North Star Chronicles. Who would have thought it would still be being 
published when it started six years ago? 
The feature this month is large scale model railways and in particular a 
report/critique of the 5 day garden railway exhibition held last month in 
the Outeniqua Transport Museum in George. 
Garden Railway Exhibition 
The genesis of the event was a plan to establish an operating model 
railway museum in Knysna some 5 years ago. This would have provided 
a venue for conventions/an educational centre. Suitable premises had 
been identified then fate intervened with a medical condition putting the 
kibosh on the project. 
The garden railway exhibition was plan C, plan B being the building of a 
model railway room at home in Durban, duly accomplished two years 
ago. 
The curator of the Outeniqua Transport Museum, then Kobus 
Volschenk, since retired, was approached a year ago with the proposal 
to host a large scale exhibition in the museum. The response was 
favourable but there was a number of hoops we had to jump through, 
mainly of a legal nature. To facilitate that process, the participation of 
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Eden Lions and the Outeniqua Railway Society was solicited. My thanks 
to Barbara Haywood from the former and John Crook and his team from 
the latter. 
It should also be mentioned that the proposal to host the exhibition was 
also contingent on Carel Janse van Rensburg bringing his portable(!) 
layout from Pretoria. I take this opportunity of thanking Carel for doing so 
and also Willie Fourie, Ray Grevenstein from the Reef, Mike Leppan, 
Gordon Mitchell and Graham Duncan Smith coming from Cape Town 
and James Cunningham from Middleburg.  
The traders below also deserve thanks and our support for their 
attendance. It is to be hoped it was worth their while. 
Cape Model trains – Shaun le Roux – N, HO, Gauge 1, books, 
memorabilia. No website but e-mail capemodeltrains@gmail.com 
At Trainz – Rene Bosch – all scales and gauges. Website 
www.@trainz.co.za 
Model Scenic – Chris Lourens – Scenery products. Website 
www.modelscenic.com  
MiniWorld Models – Gordon Winsom – South African HO buildings 
Website www.miniworldmodels.com 
Setup in the museum (featured in NSC Volume 5 nos 1 and 3, copies 
available on the North Star website) commenced on Tuesday the 11th. 
This was basically the unloading process, in my case a half ton load 
from my trailer and in Carel’s his full two and a half ton trailer and 
equally full Toyota Land Cruiser.  
Erection started on Wednesday 12th and continued on the 13th. While my 
layout (Umkhulu Modules – refer Volume 1 no 8, Volume 2 no 7 and 
Volume 6 no 9) was up and running within a couple of hours on the 12th , 
Carel’s much larger layout (21m x 10m) took the full two days to 
complete. The beautifully engineered mdf baseboards were joined on 
the first day and track laid and wired on the second. 
Ready 
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Steady 

  
Go! 

  
Friday was the first public exhibition day proper and at the end of it I was 
wondering if it had all been worth it. Attendance was poor and I had 
problems with the reliability of my outside 45mm electrically powered 
track and also a couple of steam locos were behaving like they were 
working to rule. In addition the traders did almost no business. 
Fortunately the Saturday was much better, indeed probably our best day 
from an attendance perspective. There was a concert in the museum 
that night and interest in the layouts from attendees was high. With local 
resident Brian Messenger’s assistance the reason for the unreliability of 
my electrically powered track was identified – a couple of wires had 
come detached on the 1300 km journey from Durban. Attention from a 
soldering iron fixed that problem and the outer circuit performed 
flawlessly from then on. 
Some of the traders also had a good day on the Saturday. 
The remaining days were quieter but there was steady passing traffic on 
the part of passengers taking the Powervan to Groot Brak. Sadly the line 
up the Montagu Pass remains out of commission having lost four and a 
half thousand sleepers in the recent fires.  
Dismantling went smoothly with everything being loaded/packed just 
after lunch on Wednesday 19th. 
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So what are my conclusions? 
The museum provided an unrivalled backdrop to the exhibition. However 
it suffers from not being located in a main population centre and hence 
does not have the pulling power that a similar facility would have on the 
Reef or in Durban or Cape Town. In addition the lighting in the museum 
is pretty poor and it can get very hot!  
One issue deserves to be aired. One original objective was to attract 
model railroaders to the exhibition but in the end these were limited in 
number with the main visitors being families with children. As Mike 
Leppan observed, the latter were not interested in how much the big 
locos cost but commented freely on R10’s worth of flashing LEDs in an 
open wagon or the inexpensive Santa handcar and the Nesquick or 
“bunny milk” car. Kids were drawn to those before they even looked at 
expensive smoking, puffing locos. 
Gustav giving Helga a lift               No need to identify this driver! 

  
My point which has been stated many times previously is model 
railroading is a wide church and at exhibitions we have to cater for all 
ages, tastes and interests. 
Overall, I would rate the event a success albeit a qualified one from an 
attendance perspective. My biggest lessons were firstly I brought far too 
much ‘stuff’. Several locos were not even run! Secondly as has 
happened previously, trying to operate steam locos on your own, 
particularly to ensure water levels were maintained and answer 
questions from the public (two most frequent queries – are these run on 
steam and what do you use to fire the loco?) cannot be done. Thanks to 
Willie and James for their help. 
On a more positive note, some fine South African products were 
showcased, for example Johan Gouws’s SARM South African Gauge 1 
and G scale coaches and wagons, Gordon Winsom’s beautiful HO scale 
South African buildings and Chris Lourens’s locally produced scenery 
accessories.  
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Now let the photographs tell the story, albeit the lighting hardly does 
them justice. The photographers were Carel Janse van Rensburg, Willie 
Fourie, Mike Leppan James Cunningham and myself. 
First a couple of Roundhouse Lady Annes in very different guises.  

  
Giving some idea of the scale of the museum: Aster for LGB 
NGG13 pulling a rake of SARM produced G scale SAR ng coaches

 
 Aother view of the NGG13
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What it was all about: Carel’s layout with a variety of Gauge 1 and G 
scale items against a backdrop of the mighty GMAM 

 
Pearse r/c live steam 15mm scale Leek and Manifold 
E R Calthrop running on 32mm track albeit prototype 2’6” gauge.   
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Marklin Gauge 1 BR42 pulling a rake of SARM Trans Karoo coaches 

 
L to R David, Graham and Carel. Accucraft 2 cylinder Shay 
regauged from 45mm to 32mm in front. Regner 2 oscillating 
cylinders Mad River Lumber Shay behind. Rake of Ffestionog slate 
wagons pulled by Fine Scale Hunslett George Sholto on inside 
siding 
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G scale Gautrain alongside Roundhouse Billy, the latter on its 
maiden public run. 

 
Relief driver James Cunningham operating two LGB RhB 4/4ii 
meter gauge locos 

Below: live steam Accucraft NG15 pulling a rake of Raif Copley 
designed and Mike Johnson (Jurassic Models) supplied SAR NG 
tall fruit van kits. 
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Beautifully detailed Marklin Gauge 1 coach 

 
Freelance conversion by SARM of a LGB Mikado to represent a 
SAR loco pulling SARM wagons. And look at the signal gantry! 
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Gordon Winsom’s MiniWorld Models buildings and accessories 

 
Rene Bosch’s  @Trainz’s stand 
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Chris and Martie Lourens’s Model Scenic stand 

 
And finally operating trains over 5 days is an exhausting business! 

 


