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Editorial 

This month features a number of subjects, the main one again being the 
Flam Railway in Norway but from the modelling perspective using the so 
called “Mushroom”.  
Double deck layouts, a way of incorporating more railroad in a given 
space to extend the length of the run, have been around for a long time. 
Three of which I am aware in this country are Trevor Pankhurst’s in 
Kloof (4mm scale – British), Erich Dokoupil’s in Johannesburg (HO North 
American) and Brian Messenger’s Hon3 Colorado based layout in 
Knysna. The levels of the first two mentioned are joined by helixes, 
Brian’s is not. (Refer youtube https://youtu.be/b1ZvO3R6HZk for a view 
of Brian’s). Trevor’s and Brian’s layouts are viewed from the same 
direction - the front. In Erich’s case a clever design enables viewing of 
part of the upper deck from both sides.  
A mushroom is a form of multiple tiered layout which allows for the decks 
to be viewed from different directions, one as normal from the front, the 
other from the “back” A diagram copied from the October 1987 Model 
Railroader (as an aside 166 pages; October 2017, 76 pages!) will 
perhaps explain the basic principle involved. Of course there can be 
many variations of this including reversing which deck is on top, viewing 
both decks from the front and “inverting” the mushroom. 

mailto:northstarrailway@gmail.com
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Mushroom layout 

 
The (temporarily positioned) helix on Trevor’s layout joining 3 
levels 

 
Trevor’s was one of the layouts on show at the Durban Exhibition in April 
this year. As can be seen he has achieved a lot in the two years since 
moving to Kloof from Pietermaritzburg. 
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Looking to the far right corner of Trevor’s layout 

 
The section to the right facing you as you enter the room (return 
loop). Storage area on the bottom tier. 
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Erich Dokoupil’s double deck layout 

 
Before developing the concept further some photos of the model of Flam 
terminus station at the Flam railway museum are shown. These were 
taken through glass so the quality is less than desired. 
From one end…. 
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And from the other….. 

 
A fine piece of modelling 
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Plan of Flam Station as it was in 1985 

 
So we have a terminus station which I envisage would be the bottom 
layer of the mushroom and positioned inside (in the core) as it were. 
This would require an isle along one side of the layout for access and for 
the operator to stand or sit. The track end where the locos entered the 
station would disappear into a tunnel and a helix would take it up to a 
second level viewed from the outside. The upper deck(s?) would 
comprise the passing loop at Berekvam (refer November NSC), 
disappearing into a succession of other tunnels and possibly other 
helixes to reappear again at successively higher levels before reaching 
the summit junction with the Oslo Bergen mainline at Myrdal.  
There are two ways the upper deck could be built: firstly as a 
‘mushroom’ proper i.e. above and behind the inner terminus station; 
secondly if space permitted the upper level could be constructed against 
a wall around the perimeter of the room. This would also require an 
access isle between that portion of the layout and the rear of the inner 
section. This option would probably be easier to construct. Either way, 
steep rock faces with waterfalls would be the order of the day insofar as 
scenery is involved and there could be a space for the Kjosfossen power 
station (again refer last month’s NSC.) 
Some pretty robust benchwork would be required if the former approach 
was to be adopted, not least to cantilever the outside deck(s) over the 
terminus but the results could be spectacular and very different from the 
“normal” layout. Sadly I am no artist so can only hope what I have 
written conveys the concept. Some photos from the internet give more 
idea of the dramatic potential of the scenery. 
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Imagine floor to ceiling scenery incorporating the above elements! 
Soaring rugged mountains, high waterfalls, fast flowing river, trackbed 
laid on ledges carved out of the rock, tunnels and all the while apart from 
the passing loop at Berekvam, a steep grade. Finally, and unusually, to 
replicate the protototype overhead catenary would be required. Very 
tempting - but unfortunately not for me in this life, maybe next! 

https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOu7zoj7TXAhVC0xQKHbTwCoMQjRwIBw&url=https://www.flickr.com/photos/andreasfe/7527242838&psig=AOvVaw1HbpEFdKaIIZtjdNUQWZuD&ust=1510405409159255
http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjP--zJj7TXAhWGvhQKHbfRCYgQjRwIBw&url=http://boards.cruisecritic.com/showthread.php?t=2195496&psig=AOvVaw1HbpEFdKaIIZtjdNUQWZuD&ust=1510405409159255
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Of course the layout would not have to be built in HO. From a space 
perspective N might be a better alternative. But there is a good reason 
for choosing HO namely the ready availability of prototypically correct 
locos and rolling stock. 
Motive power and coaches 
If a modern era, passenger only operation was to be replicated obtaining 
motive power and rolling stock would be easy. Roco supply HO locos 
and coaches either individually or in sets as the photos below show. The 
differences in the prices of the locos are because some are DCC, some 
DC and some AC. Prices in Norwegian Krone (1NOK = R1.68). 
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Developments at the Outeniqua Railway Society 
A revisit to the Outeniqua Railway Society premises in the Outeniqua 
Transport Museum revealed progress with remodelling the section of the 
layout to the right of the entrance doorway. 

  
The scenery above is primarily the work of Vivian Ladbrooke to whom I 
am grateful for two gold nuggets of information. 
Lamdaboard 
The first concerns baseboard material. The majority of people involved 
with the hobby is aging and hence the ability to lug around displays built 
of heavy materials e.g. baseboards such as chipboard or plywood for 
exhibitions, is deteriorating. Much as I would prefer the situation to be 
otherwise I include myself in that category! So what to do? Initially the 
suggestion indeed the choice was Isoboard but thanks to Vivian a new 
and better material, Lamdaboard, a widely available, environmentally 
friendly, polyisocyanurate insulation board manufactured by Rigifoam 
has been brought to my attention. It comes in a standard width of 
1220mm and thicknesses from 25mm and above are available. The 
standard length is 3.6m but can be machine cut to whatever is desired. 
The product is stronger than Isoboard and does not shrink. Cost as long 
as quantity is purchased is a reasonable R90 per sqm. If one is looking 
for a portable, lightweight but strong baseboard (lengths of at least 
600mm but probably a bit more would not require framing, particularly if 
thicker material was used) Lamdaboard is the answer to railway 
modellers’ prayers.  
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Loco Genie 
The second subject brought to my attention by Vivian is a new control 
system introduced by Model Rectifier Corporation. This is known as the 
Loco Genie and comprises a wireless locomotive control system based 
on wifi: refer http://www.modelrectifier.com/product-p/021500.htm What 
is so clever about the system is that it works on DCC, DC or AC! A 
transmitter and receiver (decoder) set costs $79 but the transmitter can 
be used to run several locos through the purchase of additional (sound 
equipped) decoders. By fitting a 3.7v lithium battery and a booster that 
steps up the voltage to 16v (or 24v for LGB) one can dispense with 
power to the track and operate with a radio controlled battery powered 
system. I would submit MRC’s product is going to add a large degree of 
operating flexibility to the model railway hobby. Anyone still have a 
problem deciding what Father Christmas should bring this year?!? 
Last rites for the Port Shepstone and Alfred County Railway 
The November/December edition of Narrow Gauge World contained an 
article by Dave Richardson on “The Last Rites of the Alfred County 
Railway” which was kindly circulated by Sandstone Estates (refer 
http://fedrail.co.za/index.php/news/136-the-last-rites-of-the-alfred-
county-railway).  
Sadly I have another depressing tale to tell on the same theme. Volume 
4 no 10 (October 2016) of the North Star Chronicles told the story of the 
September 2005 “Avontuur Adventurer” the first steam hauled excursion 
to traverse the 285km length of the Avontuur line in 10 years and the last 
one to do so. The line was finally closed by Transnet in 2011 and 
abandoned. This is a good word to describe what has happened since. 
Not only have the facilities and wagons outside Port Elizabeth been 
physically deserted, but Transnet has abrogated responsibility for 
disposing of the latter in an orderly fashion – giving them a decent burial 
if you like. It is true that washaways have created problems in gathering 
the remaining wagons together but to observe them standing forlornly, 
rusting away at Patensie and Assegaibos awaiting their fate which will 
inevitably, eventually be the scrapper’s torch, beside buildings which 
have been vandalised, is profoundly depressing.   
One wonders if the removal of the steel girders on the sides of the 
wagons, the doors and the woodwork in the photo below was officially 
sanctioned or is a case of “affirmative shopping”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.modelrectifier.com/product-p/021500.htm
http://fedrail.co.za/index.php/news/136-the-last-rites-of-the-alfred-county-railway
http://fedrail.co.za/index.php/news/136-the-last-rites-of-the-alfred-county-railway
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Some 52 wagons, most of them O (tall fruit) lined up at the end of 
the Patensie branch line – November 2017  

 
Assegaaibos November 2017 – well the ‘bos’ is appropriate! 

 
Railway Civil Engineering Handbook 
Thanks to the good offices of John Reinecke formerly of Durban but now 
resident of Auckland New Zealand, a copy of the above has come in to 
my possession. There is a wealth of information in the Handbook, for 
example grades and laying out of transition curves. If anyone is 
interested I can copy the sections concerned (within reason!) and e-mail 
to them. A chapter listing is attached to provide a guide to the content. 
Hobbies Mini Exhibition St Agnes Church 9th December 
Ian Sutherland has organised a hobbies mini exhibition at St Agnes 
Church Kloof on Saturday 9th December. Anyone wishing to exhibit or is 
prepared to ‘man a stand’ should contact phone Ian at 031 7643044 or 
e-mail ilsutherland@cybersmart.co.za. The times of the exhibition are     
09h00 – 14h00. Admission is free.  

mailto:ilsutherland@cybersmart.co.za
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Conclusion 
The North Star Chronicles has now reached the end of its 5th year of 
publishing. It is frightening how quickly the time has passed.  
Still lots of subjects to write about but other contributions would be 
welcome! 
In the meantime Seasons Greetings to everyone. 
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