
 

  1 
 

 

                                  

 
THE NORTH STAR CHRONICLES – a newsletter primarily for the model 

railway fraternity                                     
 
Volume 5 no 10 October 2017 
Editor: David Cairns  

e-mail: northstarrailway@gmail.com 

Website for back copies: www.northstarrailway.com 

Phone: +27 82 653 5642 

 

Editorial 

This edition of the North Star Chronicles was basically ‘put to bed’ so to 

speak prior to my departure for overseas in August but then a couple of 

things came along which required inclusion because of their topicality. 

The main one of these is the relocation of ‘Drakensberg’ the prototype 

on which the Aster/LGB Garratt is based (refer July 2017 North Star 

Chronicles).  

NGG60, works number 10551, was one of a batch of 12 NGG13s 

ordered by the SAR between 1927 and 1929 of which 3, nos 58 to 60 

were built in 1927 by Hanomag in Germany. 

The NGG13s were used almost exclusively in Natal but no 60 ended its 

working days in 1973 on the Avotuur line hauling limestone from Loerie 

to the cement works in Port Elizabeth.  

The loco was purchased by some Swiss enthusiasts and shipped to a 

large garden centre in Switzerland – the Schinznacher Baumschulbahn -

arriving in 1986. A 12 year restoration programme ensued, the loco first 

steaming again in 1998. It operated regularly for a number of years but 

following a track reconfiguration at the garden centre the loco could not 
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traverse the entire line. A decision was made to relocate it. After several 

years of negotiations, the Welsh Vale of Rheidol line which runs from 

Aberystwyth to Devils Bridge became the chosen operator. 

‘Drakensberg’ is thus on long term loan to the VOR.  

Although the loco is in good condition, before returning to service it will 

have to undergo a boiler test. In addition work has to be done to the 

wheels and air braking and some modifications will be required to the 

ashpan and spark arrestor to satisfy UK authorities. 

As shown below the loco was not dismantled for the move from 

Switzerland to Wales which complicated the logisitics. 
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The Vale of Rheidol line has tight curves and steep gradients, exactly 

the kind of conditions to which the loco is suited. In addition the scenery 

from Aberystwyth to Devils Bridge is spectacular. ‘Drakensberg’ will add 

another reason to visit the line (as if it was needed!) when it is placed in 

service. 

Scenery and kits 

As with many modellers I have had unmade kits of various sorts 
languishing in my cupboards for many years. The are several reasons 
why they have not yet been tackled, for example, space on, and 
appropriateness to, the layout and question marks over my ability to 
make a good job of constructing them. Included in the last mentioned 
category are Woodlands Scenics kits in particular. 
After a break of some 20 years, while on holiday recently I made an 
attempt to put together such a white metal kit. Result, disaster! So I 
thought it would be appropriate to consult someone who knows what he 
is doing for advice on the subject. Brian Messenger from Knysna whose 
sawmill featured in the July edition (Volume 5 no 7) of the North Star 
Chronicles kindly came to my rescue.  
Therefore this month one of the main features is building Woodland 
Scenics white metal kits.  
Another accomplished modeller but who fortunately (for the local hobby 
community anyway) lives in Durban is Alick Horne. He has done a major 
scenicking job on John Everitt’s layout and has also undertaken 
commissions for other local model train hobbyists myself included.  
Examples of Alick’s work follow. 
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Photos from John Everitt’s extensive HO layout in Durban North
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Not only urban 

orientated scenes! 

Fine photo of a tunnel 

entrance which can be 

used as an entry point 

to a storage area, 

reverse loop or other 

scene.  

If you are like me – 

insufficient time or 

inadequate skills to 

build kits to create 

similar scenes, Alick 

can assist you. He 

may be contacted at 

alickh43@vodamail.co

.za or 083 774 9828. 

His rates are very 

reasonable. 
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Two photos of another example of Alick’s work – a recently 
completed Campbell oil tank kit - are shown below 
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Building Woodlands Scenics white metal kits by Brian Messenger 
Here is how I produce my kits (or scratch built models) with the 

accessories that I use. I only use Cyanoacrylate (super glue) on the 

metal models. Plastic glue on plastic models and Alcolin quick dry wood 

glue for the wooden structures. 

I clean up all the castings (note: this one has not had all the flash 

removed and is used as a demo model for this article) I wash them in 

vinegar (or pool acid) and then in warm soapy water. Let them air dry 

and avoid touching them with fingers. (Oil on skin etc) This affects the 

super glue and will not glue the parts together. 

I use Rite-Way Clamps (magnetic and available online from Micro-Mark) 

in the USA. They are the best thing since sliced bread. Very powerful 

magnets in them. 
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Easy to use 
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I also use the good old elastic band method to hold the whole building 
together sometimes when there is not enough space inside the structure 
for the inner clamps as seen above.  

Self explanatory photo with a finished building alongside. 

  
Assembled building which has been sprayed with a base coat of grey 
primer. Roof painted red by hand. 

 


