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Editorial 

This month we are off travelling again - to a museum which has been on 

my ‘bucket list’ for some time – the Amberley Museum and Heritage 

Centre in West Sussex in the UK (near Arundel and the Gaugemaster 

shop, refer Vol 5 no 5 May 2017 of the NSC) but as usual, first some 

websites for articles on model railways.  

Miniatur Wunderland (another item on my ‘bucket list’) in the north 
German port of Hamburg features regularly in electronic media. The 
main website is  http://www.miniatur-wunderland.com/  but for a different 
perspective on this magnificent layout refer to 
http://www.businessinsider.com/google-miniatur-wunderland-street-view-
photos-2017-7/#google-worked-with-mapping-software-company-a-
hrefhttpwwwubilabsnetenabout-ustargetnewubilabsa-to-capture-the-
sprawling-model-world-1  
Closer to home, steam motive power in the form of a NG15 for the Port 

Elizabeth based ‘Apple Express’ is nearly restored. The story behind this 

and the regauging of a class 91 diesel for use in Argentina is told in the 

latest Apple Express newsletter which can be read at 

http://fedrail.co.za/index.php/news/125-apple-express-on-the-move 
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Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre 
Located in an old chalk quarry in the South Downs, Amberley is 
dedicated to preserving the industrial heritage of south east England. 
Map of museum 
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The map lists the exhibits chiefly in the Transport, Trade and 
Technology fields which are extensive and include the original kilns used 
to produce the lime and associated bagging shed and locomotive shed. 
The museum is a mixture of the long defunct (although the Utravel 
website would have you think otherwise) Midmar dam historical village 
and Beamish in County Durham (located at an old coal mine and well 
worth a visit, particularly if you are interested in trams). 
Opened in 1979 and covering an area of 36 acres, more information on 
the museum can be viewed from their website: 
http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk/.  
While the displays of former trades are fascinating and worth visiting in 
their own right, it was the railway orientated exhibits in which I was 
primarily interested. 
Originally the track which served the mine and plant was standard gauge 
but that was largely lifted and replaced with 2’ gauge for the purposes of 
the museum. There is an excellent collection of locomotives – 45 in total 
and mainly internal combustion powered but also steam and battery 
powered. In addition Amberley has a collection of about 80 goods 
wagons. If you are a narrow gauge modeller this is the place to come to 
obtain photos of fascinating prototypes. 
Entrance to the Museum opposite Amberley station: note original 
standard gauge track. 

 

http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk/
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As it was in its heyday 

 
As it is today – top of the 2’ gauge line in the quarry 

 
A selection of photos of the loco collection follows but a more complete 
inventory can be viewed at: http://www.amberleynarrowgauge.co.uk/our-
locos.htm 

http://www.amberleynarrowgauge.co.uk/our-locos.htm
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Hunslet                                             Motor Rail & Tramcar Simplex 

  
Spence                                           Hudswell Clarke 

  
Wickam                                            Decauville 

  
Redland                                         Motor Rail and English Electric 
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   Motor Rail Simplex                       Thakenham Tiles 

    
  Sompting Treacle Mines (!)           Motor Rail 

  (built for children to play on)      

  
 Hudson                                               Fowler 

   
 

 



7 
 

 Hudson Hunslet                             Rapier 

  
Wagons 
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The value of Amberley apart from heritage preservation, is that like 

Sandstone it provides access to the prototype for railway modelers. 

There is a rich availability of industrially orientated motive power and 

wagons for the modeller to emulate. My favourite which unfortunately I 

did not see would be the ex Isle of Man, ‘Polar Bear’. This loco was built 

by Bagnalls of Stafford in 1905 for the Groudle Glen tourist railway to 

supplement the similar but slightly smaller ‘Sea Lion’ built in 1896 and 

which after extensive renovation is still operating on the restored 

Groundle Glen railway. 

‘Polar Bear’ was sold to the Brockam Museum Trust and along with the 

other exhibits passed to Amberley in 1982. Following a number of strip 

downs and refits, the last in 2011/12, ‘Polar Bear’ returned to service in 

July 2013. 

‘Polar Bear’ at the station at Amberley   

 
A live steam   8th scale model of the brother/sister? loco, ‘Sea Lion’ is 

available from Accucraft UK which company was commissioned by 

Track Shack on the Isle of Man to produce the model.  

‘Sea Lion’ on a visit to Amberley    Photo courtesy Accucraft UK 

   

Although similar there are 

differences between the two 

little Bagnalls.  The most 

obvious of these from a visual 

perspective are the spectacle 

windows. ‘Sea Lion’s’ are 

round whereas ‘Polar Bear’s’ 

are rectangular. Other 

differences include the valve 

gear (‘Sea Lion’ has the E. E. 

Baguley patented valve gear) 

and the size of the wheels.   
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