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Editorial 

June already: nearly half the year gone. Carpe diem people! Tempus 
fugit!  
This month starts with some interesting articles. Firstly in this period of 
railway resurgence an account from Popular Science describes how the 
prototype can be made safer and smarter. Refer: 
http://google.com/newsstand/s/CBIw2uiG8TQ. Secondly, a report on 
heritage railways in Britain https://www.theguardian.com/public-
leadersnetwork/2017/may/26/heritage-railways-trains-britain-golden-age-
steam-alive  Thirdly from a continent we rarely hear much about from a 
train perspective a luxurious train trip in Peru is described 
https://newsstand.google.com/articles/CAIiEJ6efmHw2jMOWqFORoVtiv
kqFwgEKg4IACoGCAowm6R6MMKqCTCy8LkF  
This month I welcome a group of mainly large scale modellers to the 
mailing list. In the absence of a South African magazine devoted to our 
hobby I hope you find something of interest especially since the June 
North Star Chronicles features a return to our roots so to speak – what is 
going on locally. This is appropriate for a number of reasons including 
the train show which was held at the end of April/beginning of May in 
Durban. This featured layout visits and a train swap. I only attended the 
latter which seemed to be quite busy. By all accounts the layout visits 
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were well patronised with a number of people attending from out of town 
including the Reef.  
At the swap meet I was particularly taken with the SAR HO goods 
wagons being marketed by Mike Deyzel. I hope to feature them in a later 
North Star Chronicles.  
One of the disadvantages of modelling in 16mm, G scale and Gauge 1 is 
that not only the models but track tend to be very expensive. In an 
endeavour to reduce costs, a Durban based group of modellers 
commissioned a local manufacturer to build a die and extrude a 250 kg 
brass ingot into rail. Then using a moulding box another Durban 
manufacturer produced high quality UV treated sleepers for 45mm 
gauge track. In this instance the profile of the rail was flat bottomed code 
250 i.e. a quarter inch high. This fitted perfectly into the sleepers albeit 
the moulding box was originally designed to produce LGB (for code 332 
rail) compatible sleepers. What this goes to show is that by ‘boxing 
clever’ at least some of the Rand’s depreciation can be overcome in the 
larger scales. 
One remaining problem is the availability and cost of points. An imported 
electric LGB R3 point would cost approximately GBP78 equivalent to at 
least R1500 landed and post VAT at today’s exchange rates. The only 
ways to overcome this are to buy second hand ones or build them 
yourself so that in effect you carry the labour cost (5 or 6 hours work per 
point!). Examples of what can be done are shown below. 

 These gauge 1 code 250 points are the work of Murray Kyle who has 
made 3 already with another 6 to go! Murray says a rail bender is a 
necessity for such a project . At some stage when the large scale 
caravan has moved to KZN perhaps we could persuade Murray to give 
us lessons in how to build points (Wings Wheels and Whistles exhibition 
at Pietermaritzburg weekend of 5th and 6th August? Refer attached flyer). 
In the smaller scales there are three model railway clubs in the Durban 
area: firstly the Durban Model Railway Club, the members of which are 
building a portable sectional exhibition layout to run HO SAR and 
American prototype trains. A feature of this layout is that it is being 
constructed with lightweight materials – aluminium framing and legs and 
isoboard baseboards; the two other clubs are the Hornby Railway 
Collectors Association of South Africa (KZN branch) which as the name 
suggests is for Hornby collectors and Highway Model Railway Club. 
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Highway Model Railway Club 
Another reason why it is appropriate to feature what is happening locally 
with respect to the hobby is that after being without a permanent home 
for nearly 14 years Durban Modular Railroaders in its resuscitated form, 
Highway Model Railroad Club, moved into new premises at the end of 
February and the Roving Rails modules together with the original 
remaining DMR ones have been re-erected in those premises.  
Thanks to architect Rob Ross who made a fine job of interpreting his 
brief the room accomodaters all but one of the DMR modules. This was 
a corner one as one end of the outer loop required the building of a 
custom corner. 
The room also has space for firstly the Erich Dokoupil built Hon3 layout 
which is operational and secondly for a small Hornby Dublo layout (still 
to be built). 
Above the room is a loft for storage accessed by a ‘pull down’ ladder. 
The HO layout comprises an outer loop of what were Roving Rails 
modules and one larger redesigned ex DMR module, the layout of which 
is based on John Allen’s ‘Timesaver’. 
In the middle of the outer loop are five straight former DMR modules in a 
line which end in a classification yard and turntable. The outer loop 
crosses one end of the classification yard. There will be access to the ex 
DMR straight modules from both sides of the outer loop from the      
other end. Please refer photographs from which it is easier to grasp the 
layout configuration. 
First a layout overview – loop on outside; marshalling yards inside 
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Retractable ladder to loft.   Blackstone HOn3 K27 crossing trestle 
Hon3 layout behind        

  
Ex DMR module ‘Virginia’ scenicked by Alick Horne 
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As can be seen from the overview photo above there is still a great deal 
of work to do. The first major task was to connect the outer loop to 
permit trains to be run. Next the marshalling yard area had to be joined. 
The remaining big job as regards track laying is to connect the outer 
loop to the marshalling yards without the gradients of the tracks 
concerned being too steep. Then there are the electrics and finally the 
scenery. But model railroading is fun I hear you say! Hmmmmm 
The consolation is how long it would have taken to construct what we 
have now from scratch. Years of work would have been involved. 
Repairing and using the old modules has saved months if not years of 
work.  
While the club has access to a fair number of rolling stock items, locos 
are another matter. Virtually all the locos resident at the club were made 
by Atlas (Roco), vintage early eighties. While several of them had been 
fitted with DCC decoders none of them has sound. Once you have run 
with sound (e.g. the HOn3 Blackstone loco above) a loco without sound 
is a pale comparison. So the Atlas locos are currently in Dr John’s clinic 
in Johannesburg having new, sound equipped decoders fitted. As the 
locos are 35 years old in most cases, some would argue that the best 
thing to do would have been to start again. On the other hand the locos 
have can motors, flywheels and all wheel pick up. Time will tell. 
Lionel 
Rodney Proud and Phil Pitman are keen Lionel collectors and operators. 
They have done a great job with what best could be described as 
‘runners’ except they weren’t! It all goes to show that with a good clean 
and proper lubrication even equipment which is sixty or seventy years 
old and has not run for 20 or 30 years can be brought back to life. 
Spares are freely available in the USA (at a price of course) but there is 
a lot of satisfaction to be gained from restoring  vintage equipment to a 
running state. This means space will have to be found for a small Lionel 
layout too. Hmmmm again! 
The North Star Railway 
One thing learned from the 8 months or so during which the builders 
were on site is that builders and garden railways do not mix! The track 
which was laid last year was completely wrecked. This was not a total 
disaster as it had to be lifted anyway (for the second time!).  
Another hard lesson learned was that hot glue may work fine inside but 
as an adhesive to fix the sleepers to its brick support outside it is 
hopeless. The answer is silicon.  
Another reason for relaying the track is to run a ‘bus’ alongside to ensure 
electrical continuity. Each piece of a track will have a lead soldered to it, 
the other end of which will be attached to the ‘bus’. 
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I have been asked the brand of track used. My answer is Lazarus track. 
It keeps coming back from the dead!  Actually Feline track would be a 
more appropriate description as it seems to have 9 lives. See below. 
Most of the 45mm/32mm rail is at least second hand if not third or fourth 
(refer Volume 2 nos 9 and 10, September and October editions of the 
North Star Chronicles for the history of the track). The gauge 1 
comprises Tenmille sleepers with code 200 bullhead brass rail of 
unknown origin. It may also have been supplied by Tenmille but could be 
older e.g. Bonds. The third rail to accommodate 32mm gauge locos was 
added as described in North Star Chronicles Volume 2 no 10 referred to 
above.  
It should perhaps be mentioned that the code 200 rail accomodates my 
LGB locos without any problems. Whether or not it would do so with 
respect to early LGB remains to be established. 
The damaged track has all been repaired and cleaned to remove the hot 
glue (thanks Lyn) and a start has been made to solder leads to attach to 
the ‘bus’. 
Before 
 

 
It is amazing how forgiving code 200 brass rail is. In order to achieve the 
results below all you need is a small vice, a couple of pairs of pliars and 
maybe your wife’s hairdryer (to soften and straighten the sleepers). The 
results of an hour or so’s work are shown below. Not perfect but 
perfectly usable. 
 
 
 
 



 

  7 
 

After 

 
The current location of the ‘line’ – i.e. on top of the brick border and 
along the edge of the driveway. 
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The original plan was to cross the entrance driveway into the garden and 
eventually encircle the house. At the moment the line is end to end. 
Current railhead 

 
Shady area on the south side of the house to the right of the 
railhead at the other end of the line 
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The line will still encircle the house (eventually) but as the photo above 
shows the yard is now paved and is largely in the shade. Thus the next 
phase (after relaying the track on top of the brick border) will be to 
extend away from the current railhead in the other direction into the yard 
where the main station of Ben Doon will be located (as will be noted the 
track of the North Star Railway is at ground level…….Raised track is for 
sissies). As the sun rarely reaches this area there will be less weather 
pressure on track and buildings positioned there. 
The brick border and paved yard will give a run of about 80 metres 
before the garden area is tackled. This will require the digging of 
foundations to create a proper roadbed for the track as most of it will run 
along the edge of the grass. In the meantime the line will be a la Free-
mo, end to end. 
Having described ‘local’ local developments in the sense of the Durban 
area and while dealing with the larger scales it is perhaps appropriate to 
mention what is happening in the same but from a local i.e. South 
African context.  
Firstly South African Groups of the Association of 16mm Narrow Gauge 
Modellers and Gauge 1 Society have been established. Ok the number 
of members involved is only two in the case of the former and four in the 
latter but you have to start somewhere!  
Of far greater import, certainly from a numbers point of view, is the 
formation of the Centurion 45mm Gauge Group. A national large scale 
(G and Gauge 1) meet is to be held between the 14th and 18th June at 
the Bakenkop Laerskool in Centurion. The first two days will be closed 
sessions but the 16th -18th will be open to the public. This will be an 
opportunity to see large scale locos (live steam and electric) in action. 
In addition, the plan is to bring representatives from all the foregoing 
groups together at Wings Wheels and Whistles. Watch this space! 
In the smaller scales there is insufficient space to refer to clubs and 
developments in every town in South Africa. Besides which I am not 
familiar with them! However HO has a wide following with EMRIG and 
Free-mo on the Reef (the latter covered in Volume 2 no 8 – August 2014 
of the NSC. This club operates end to end modules) You just have to 
refer to Mervyn Mark’s ‘The Express’ (contact Mervyn 
hicky@megabits.co.za/ to be placed on the mailing list) to obtain an 
idea of exhibitions and swopmeets taking place particularly in the 
metropolitan areas of South Africa. 
The point I am trying to make here is if you take account of all the 
developments and activities associated with model railways locally and 
against the depressing economic environment, the hobby is far from 
being in the terminal state that the pessimsts would have us believe.  
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I would argue that under the circumstance the hobby is in remarkably 
good shape.  
But the current participants who in the main belong to the older 
generation have a responsibility to ensure that the younger generation is 
encouraged to become involved in it. This is certainly one of the 
missions of the Highway Railway Club. Visits by schools and youngsters 
generally will be encouraged. 
Further, involvement in the hobby need not be beyond the means of 
younger people. I have suggested previously that second hand items 
can be obtained relatively cheaply. The usual health warning applies 
namely try to buy nickel silver track to avoid the rails rusting. Make sure 
everything is operating before you buy albeit most old trains can be 
resuscitated as noted above. 
As regards scenery new plastic kits are normally pretty expensive but 
Metcalfe cardstock kits are cheaper and the results can be impressive. 
Class 91 model 
In conclusion, I am indebted to Tobias Yjung (those who have seen 
examples of his work especially with brass etchings will attest to him 
being a gifted modeller) who has just returned to Sweden after being in 
Durban on a two year contract with Bombardier for bringing to my 
attention that a model of a class 91 diesel together with flat wagons as 
were used on the PE/Avontuur line has become available in On30 (1:48 
scale running on 16.5mm – HO track) as kits (http://wenz-
modellbau.eshop.t-online.de/. If you open this address in Google Chrome 
it is possible to translate the German into English. 
Class 91 diesels 
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