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Editorial 

This month the lead article is a report on a visit to Gaugemaster, a major 

UK model railway supplier to the hobby trade and retailer. 

First for those who have not seen them, below are some interesting 

articles from the UK media. 

http://google.com/newsstand/s/CBIwzvGUzTk reports on the first steam 

loco in many years to reach 100mph on British mainline. 

http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/786456/Flying-Scotland-cheered-

year-after-mud-landslide covers the re-opening of the Settle Carlisle line. 

http://google.com/newsstand/s/CBIw07vezjk deals with the possible 

introduction of double deck passenger carriages on HS2 in the UK. 

http://google.com/newsstand/s/CBIwyuHx6DQ describes how the world 

is getting smaller with a direct rail link between London and China – the 

so called silk road and  http://google.com/newsstand/s/CBIw2JnO6zQ 

reports on the preservation of yet another steam loco in the UK (an 8F). 

Gaugemaster 

Located in Ford near Arundel in the south east of England this is one of 

the largest if not the largest suppliers of model railway items to the 
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hobby in the UK. The company has been in business for over 40 years 

and is the result of the merger of two operations – the Engine Shed and 

Gaugemaster Controls. The former was established in 1974 as a model 

railway shop in Bognor Regis and the latter in 1975 as an electronic 

controller manufacturer/supplier in Worthing.  

In 1982 the companies were merged. Growth in volume and the range of 

activities required bigger premises and this resulted in the purchase of 

the goods yard at Ford Station. A custom built building, nearly 1000 

square metres in extent was opened in 1989 and comprises a retail 

shop, a warehouse, workshops, offices and a packing area whose main 

function is to supply hobby retailers. 

Having acquired numerous agencies for model railway items over the 

years the company’s range of products (some 44000 items are stocked!) 

is formidable and include many well known Continental brands such as 

LGB, Marklin, Fleischman, Roco, Trix, Preiser, Pola, Faller and Noch. 

British brands such as Peco, Hornby, Dapol, Graham Farish, Ratio, 

Wills, Kestrel, Parkside Dundas and Springside are also stocked. 

Gauges/scales range from Z to G. 

Atlas and Kato items feature in the product range as do some well 

known slot car manufacturers. 

The electronic components side of the business has shown big growth 

too with Gaugemaster controllers (cased, panel mounted and 

walkaround) dominating the market.  

Gaugemaster market their Prodigy Advance Digital System which I 

understand is based on the Model Rectifier Corporation System. 

With the increasing electronification (new word!) of our hobby a wide 

range of other electronic items are stocked including decoders and 

capacitor discharge units. 

For those seeking hard to find accessories and hard to find items e.g. 

Roco track cleaning blocks (best there is), this is the place to shop. 

Being located in an area away from high population density, footfall in 

the shop is far exceeded by product distribution to the hobby shop trade. 

A few years ago I visited a large scale model railway retailer in the south 

west of England and described the shop as an Aladdin’s cave. I can only 

say that it had nothing on Gaugemaster! Friendly, helpful staff added to 

an enjoyable experience. A visit to Ford should be on your itinerary 
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when visiting the UK but raid the piggy bank before you do. The shop 

has temptation at every turn! 

Those who are Rand challenged can always take a virtual reality       

wander around the store by visiting the company’s website. 

http://www.gaugemaster.com  

To give you some idea of what is involved a few photographs follow. 

The imposing entrance 

 
N gauge display layout with two hidden helixes in entrance to shop 

(photo courtesy Gaugemaster) 
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Bulging shelves 

 
More bulging shelves! 
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Two other views of the range of items 
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Bachmann OO  
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Something for the N gaugers 
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And to finish off some of the Gaugemaster electronic items 

 


