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Editorial 

With the help of Les Pivnic and his book on Dining Cars in South Africa, 

last month’s article on the coaches at the Outeniqua Transport Museum 

has been corrected and will shortly be placed on the website. 

This month the focus remains on the Museum but returns to modelling in 

the form of the layout of the Outeniqua Railway Society. The primary 

source for the early history of the Society is an article by the late Ken 

Wheeler which appeared in Volume 39 no 2 (April-July 1999) of SA Rail. 

The Society was inaugurated in 1998 and initially encompassed a wide 

range of interests including steam preservation and restoration, 

photography, philately and railway history but the focus today has 

become the Modelling Special Interest Group. This was encouraged by 

the then Museum curator making available premises within the Museum 

to build an extensive HO SAR Cape themed layout. Construction 

commenced in early 1999. The initial objective was to have an 

operational layout by the time of the Steam Festival in September 1999.  

Since then, the layout has been extended and developed particularly to 

provide greater viewing opportunities. 
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Latest layout plan. This took two months to compile! 

 
Layout configuration 

The initial layout configuration was an elongated ‘dogbone’. This 

included two terminals – one at each end – and originally two yards 

beneath the layout (these have since been removed).  
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There are two main lines, two suburban lines and three freight lines at 

the terminals leading out to a container park, a dock section and coaling 

area. A 6 track marshalling yard connects into a hidden three and a half 

circuit helix beneath the mountain scenery. This continues to a logging 

camp on the mountainside.  

After weaving its way in and out of tunnels the track arrives at an 

accurately scaled Kaaimans bridge, crossing to Wilderness station 

before arriving at the other terminal station.  

Electrics are block controlled (there are no less than 26 controllers!) with 

some impressive control panels built by Vivian Ladbrooke, a talented 

modeler who also has also undertaken a lot of the track improvements 

and scenery development.  

The Society currently has just over 50 members who pay an annual 

subscription of R100 except for those over 80 where membership is free. 

Outeniqua station the ‘left hand’ terminal encircled by two lines 

which previously were located under the layout. 
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Kaaiman’s River Bridge 

 
The mountain scene concealing the helix 
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The Maalgaten River Trestle Bridge (Vivian Ladbrooke’s handiwork) 

 
Freelance foreground bridge. Warren truss behind. Knysna Heads 
in the background 
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Main marshalling yard 

 
A big layout! 
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Ironside station - the ‘right hand’ terminal 

 
Neustadt with Ironside behind to the left 
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Part of Ironside 

 
Part of Neustadt 
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The Trans Karoo pulled by a pair of 5Es 

Prototypically operated point levers 
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And what they look like from below. The thin wire which operates 
the points from the levers is fed through spring cable used for 
supporting window screen netting 

 
Electronic masterpieces created by Vivian Ladbrooke  

 
With regard to the panel below the cost of the parts alone was in the 
region of R3000  
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Motive power and rolling stock 
Repowered Lima locos (5 pole motors) and rolling stock predominate 
with a sprinkling of Frateschi locos from Brazil.   
An Eric Bekker Class 15 CA http://bekkerail.wixsite.com/bekkerail  

 

http://bekkerail.wixsite.com/bekkerail
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Busy yard scene 

 
 

 
 
 

Finance  
The Society has to pay rent and 
with maintenance and 
development, subscriptions would 
not be adequate to finance their 
activities. Entrance to the 
Society’s premises is free and 
donations are invited. A novel 
method of fund raising (and 
bearing in mind the layout 
premises are only open on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays) is 
the use of R5 ‘slot machines’ to 
turn on the power with the 
sections of the layout nearest to 
the windows running for a few 
minutes. 
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The right way of doing things 
As can be seen from the layout diagram and the photographs, this is a 
big complicated layout with several reverse loops. To complicate matters 
it is block wired. Two valuable lessons were learned in the construction 
and more particularly the wiring of the layout: 
Firstly a layout diagram is paramount. Amongst other benefits this 
enables reserve loops to be identified more easily. Those who still 
employ DC normally have to rely on manually operated 2 double pole 
double throw switches for reverse loops. To automate the process AR1s 
from Circuitron are used – www.circuitron.com 

 
(As an aside, “frog juicers” fulfil the same function with respect to 
reverse loops on DCC wired layouts. These can be obtained from Tam 
Valley Depot (www.tamvalleydepot.com). 
Secondly when wiring the layout stick to the ‘golden rules’. There is a 
large number of books on the subject but in the case of the Society’s 
layout the ‘golden rules’ were those to be found in Kalmbach’s 
publication no 12207 - “Easy Model Railroad Wiring ” 2nd edition by Andy 
Sperandeo, in particular that turnouts/switches/points  must always be 
fed from the toe of the point. 
Another tip from the Society is to use fine sifted kitty litter for ballast. 
(Standard kitty litter can be used for rocks and talus.) Refer some of the 
above photos to view the results. The sifted litter is first ‘wet’ with a 
cocktail of 40% isopropyl alcohol (available from chemists) with 60% 
water and 3 – 4 drops of sunlight liquid to create ‘wet’ water. Glue the 
ballast with a 50:50 mixture of white glue and water. 
Finally, the Society does not yet have a website but the chairman of the 
Society is John Crook whose contact details are phone 082 325 2359 
and e-mail jpcrook@balooga.com  
My thanks go to John and Vivian Ladbrooke for assistance with the 
preparation of this article. 
Reminder 
Model train show in Durban 27th April – 1st May. Please refer Mike 
Deyzel for details 083 376 8249 or trainshdbn@gmail.com  

http://www.circuitron.com/
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