
 

  1 
 

 

                                  

 
THE NORTH STAR CHRONICLES – a newsletter primarily for the model 

railway fraternity                                     
 
Volume 4 no 6, June 2016 
Editor: David Cairns  

e-mail: shares@iafrica.com 

Website for back copies: 

https://sites.google.com/a/steamtrains.co.za/steam/garden-railways/the-

north-star-chronicles 

Phone: +27 82 653 5642 

 

Editorial 

The previous major model railway exhibition held in the Durban area 
was in 2009. Because so much time had passed and following the 
cancellation of the planned convention due to be held in September last 
year a decision was made to hold an exhibition at the end of last month. 
Because of the relatively short notice and other commitments on the part 
of the organisers, the dates when the preferred venue – Westville Civic 
Centre - was available were extremely limited and the exhibition 
coincided with the Comrades Marathon. The result was that while 
Saturday was busy Sunday was quiet. But that it had its upside in that 
the exhibitors had more time for “playing trains”! 
This month’s North Star Chronicles will comprise mainly photographs as 
they tell the story of the two days and form a record of who was there. 
About R20000 was raised for the WESSA Glenhome Reserve bridge 
rehabilitation at the Kloof and Highway SPCA property. 
We obtained access to the venue at 12h00 on Friday. The tables were 
delivered an hour and a half later and busy scenes were experienced 
from then on as the electrical supply was laid out (thanks to Chris de 
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Wit) and exhibits were assembled. By 18h00 that afternoon the show 
was (nearly) ready to go. I must thank the team who helped me set up 
my portable layout. Because the floor was level and there were at least 8 
erectors the layout went up in a record time of about 20 minutes. 
There was a bit of panic next morning as someone who shall be 
nameless had forgotten to bring the stationary steam engine display 
items and so had to make a frantic dash home again. 
The public started arriving shortly after 09h00 and from then it was game 
on as they say.  
One of the problems when you are an exhibitor is that you don’t get 
sufficient time to take photographs. Thanks to Andrew Phyfer (AP) on 
this occasion we had a good record of the event. 
View of the main hall taken from the stage (AP) 

 
Peter Purnell’s N gauge layout (AP) 
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Mala from Lego Distributors with interested spectators (AP) 

 
Not just trains – Frank Wadsworth’s boatbuilding display (AP) 

 
Richard Hebbron’s diecast car display 
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Two of Jeremy Hathorn’s Z scale layouts (AP) 

 
Jeremy Hathorn’s third Z scale layout (AP) 

 
Mitch Buitendag’s OO Winston Churchill’s funeral train layout 
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Mike Smith’s Thomas the tank engine 00 layout (AP) 

 
Ian Sutherland’s Triang OO layout (AP) 

 
Ian Sutherland’s Trix Twin layout (AP) 
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Gravin Phyfer with his Roving Rails HO modular layout

 
Dave Boardman admiring the other side of Roving Rails 

 
Andrew Phyfer’s N gauge tram layout (AP) 
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Phil Pitman and Lynn Meier setting up Phil’s Lionel layout 

 
First lady layout exhibitor ‘My dorp’ by Lynn Meier 

 
Rodney Proud and his Lionel etc O gauge display (AP) 
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Dave Boardman’s Triang OO gauge layout (AP) 

 
Ashley and Danielle Peter at the Umgeni Steam Railway display(AP)

 
Terry Hargreaves at the IPMS stand
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Mike Macgregor with the late Jimmy Monk’s Hornby Dublo Layout 

 
Mark Beavis’s model of Thomas the tank engine  

 
‘Oom stoom’ Leon and Magriet Nel with Stuart stationary engines 
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Rob Midgely’s OO gauge Hornby Dublo layout with David Easton’s 
clockwork O gauge in the background 

 
‘Virginia’ HO ‘timesaver’ module scenicked by Alick Horne (AP) 

 
Hon3 layout built by Erich Dokoupil 
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Regner live steam 2 cylinder Shay on Umkhulu Modules 16mm and 
gauge 1 layout in the supper room 

 
Live steam Fine Scale Engineering Port class Hunslet ‘Winifred’ 
pushing a rake of slate wagons. LGB on the right  

 
Ahoy there me hearties! Radio controlled boats – Darryl Michel and 
Kirk Young enjoying a day in the sun 
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00.mp4
     Double click on the adjacent icon to view an Mpeg of an 

Accucraft live steam NG15 pulling a rake of kit built Jurassic fruit vans. 

The video was taken by John Henry, a member of EMRIG in Joburg. 
Conclusion  
A post exhibition review was held yesterday and the following 
conclusions were drawn: 
7 years between exhibitions is too long. Exhibitions should be held every 
two years ideally over Easter or at least during school holidays. 
The public (and indeed participants!) is hungry for such shows and 
numerous inquiries about “getting in” to model railways and the other 
hobbies on display were experienced. 
There was a good spirit amongst exhibitors and also the public who 
relate to exhibits and exhibitors and remember the layouts and their 
owners. 
Westville Civic Centre is a good venue for an exhibition with good 
parking facilities. 
Planning time was too short but we had to take Comrades weekend or 
‘take want’ on this occasion. 
As we were ‘caught’ to bear the cost of a badly corroded tap next time 
the premises should be inspected before we ‘take possession’. 
The Durban University of Technology should be requested to do the 
marketing for the next exhibition as a project. 
Aisle width worked well but some of the exhibits were too high for small 
children to see. It might be necessary to lower the level of some layouts 
or for viewing platforms to be built. 
A webpage should be created to promote the hobby and similar events 
on social media. 
It would be more professional and easier for the public to identify 
exhibitors if they all wore the same tops like the Umgeni Steam team. 
The craft beer trailer should be relocated nearer to the building. 
Access to the main hall via the supper room should be prevented to 
avoid the possibility of people not paying the admission fee.   
Tickets should be specially printed e.g. adults, children, pensioners, 
family unit in order to obtain a count of visitors and their category. 
Extend an invitation to the Meccano guild to participate next time. 
More scenicked layouts and examples of ‘how to do it’ e.g. Roger and 
Danie building white metal kits, John Borman building houses, Alick 
Horne doing scenery and Leon Nel presenting on electronics/DCC. 
Trams were a possibility as a future exhibit. 
The potential of reviving DMR/Roving Rails or establishing a new club 
which did not have the baggage of the past should be explored. 


