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Editorial 

The lead article this month features the Guildford Model Engineering 

Society but first some thoughts on the implications of the cancellation of 

the National Model Railway Convention planned for September. 

The announcement by the organizing committee that in their opinion 

there was insufficient support from the community to permit the model 

railway convention to go ahead started me on a train (excuse the pun) of 

thought. The news was sad for the obvious reason that the model 

railway community will not be getting together later this year. In the view 

of the convention committee it was not just the cost of the convention 

that was putting people off from registering but the associated travel and 

accommodation costs.  

From a personal viewpoint the situation is ironic because I recently had 

the privilege of attending the Garden Railway Narrow Gauge Exhibition 

in the UK. Footfall was up between 8-9% on 2014 and membership of 
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the 16mm Narrow Gauge Society continues to grow indicating that the 

large scale section of the hobby at least in the UK is in a healthy state.  

It is worthwhile reflecting on what we local modellers can do to obtain 

the maximum ‘bang for our buck’ from our hobby. From an information 

perspective, combining value for money with the dismal state of the 

postal service, the internet and internet forums have a major role to play 

in this regard. I subscribed to the hard copy editions of several model 

railway magazines for many years. A couple of years ago when the cost 

of postage from the US of ‘Steam in the Garden’ exceeded the cost of 

the magazine I switched from the hard copy to the electronic version. I 

will cease subscribing to the hard copy versions of Model Railroader and 

Garden Rail when my current subscriptions run out. Apart from the 

material cost (and space) savings this will realize it also means the 

magazines concerned will arrive on the same day they are published 

instead of one, two, six months later or never as is currently the situation 

courtesy the South African postal ‘service’ (?) 

I referred to the excellent value of the digital version of the UK ‘Garden 

Rail’ last month. But for the vast majority of particularly US prototype HO 

modellers there is an even better deal to which I have made reference 

previously. The Railroad Model Hobbyist, published monthly is a high 

quality magazine with informative articles on all aspects of the hobby. 

For a DCC neophyte like me the articles therein are a godsend.  

But the best thing about the RMH is it is free! If you have not yet 

subscribed it is highly recommended that you do so. The relevant 

website is: http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/  

The next thing that we can do to obtain maximum value from our hobby 

is look around for second hand equipment. The extension to my Hon3 

layout will be constructed with previously used track and Hammant and 

Morgan point motors, some of which must be nearly 40 years old. Model 

Railroad Specialists in Cape Town normally has a good supply of 

second hand equipment. We need to encourage as many retailers as 

possible to participate in this ‘recycling’ process. And then of course 

there is eBay and similar electronic markets. Obviously one has to be 

careful but start asking your friends and stories emerge of how they 

obtained bargains from this source.  

In a South African context Mervyn Mark’s monthly newsletter 

‘Blackmarket Express’ is a useful source of information on model railway 
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meetings and swopmeets and second hand equipment. Mervyn’s e-mail 

address is hicky@megabits.co.za.  

It is to be hoped a Durban initiative to produce rail for the larger scales 

will be supported. Contact East Coast Hobbies http://ech.co.za/ . 

Bearing in mind the technological advances that have been made in the 

last 40 years it is probably not that easy or advisable to spend a lot of 

money upgrading old locos to DCC so the purchase of new motive 

power is where the bulk of our hard earned pennies should be spent. 

Guildford Model Engineering Society www.gmes.org.uk/  

This is probably the most successful of the clubs/societies with which I 

am or have been associated (unlike the Manx Steam and Model 

Engineering club annual sub of £15, they don’t offer country membership 

and £45 is a bit steep for a single visit a year so I’m not a member!) It is 

not possible for an outsider to judge what the secrets are of GMES’s 

success but the location near the major population centre of the London 

area and the supportive attitude of the local council must be important 

factors.  

Founded in 1954 as a model engineering society, in 1958 the Society 

moved to  Burchatts Farm, Stoke Park, Guildford, which has been 

leased from Guildford Borough Council ever since. On 1st April 1983 the 

Society became a “Private Company Limited by Guarantee”. 

GMES Clubhouse 
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Overview of a busy station. Front of clubhouse(s) top left  

 
As will be noted from the photo above the Society has a raised dual 

gauge 5” and 3½” 3 rail track and a ground level 7¼” track. There is also 

a short section of dual gauge 5” and 3½” with 4 instead of 3 rails. The 

two middle rails are set 1” and 1½” in from the two outer (5” rails).This 

enables locos of 2½” gauge (gauge 3) to be run. Gauge 3 is growing in 

popularity and is well supplied by Garden Railway Specialists of Princes 

Risborough - http://www.grsuk.com/home.   

A familiar loco? A 3½” gauge SAR 15F 
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5 gauges – O (1¼”), 2½”, 3½”, 5” on left, 3½” and 5” in the middle 

and ground level 5” and 7¼” on right 

View of steaming bay 
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While still an engineering society, over the years GMES has broadened 

its activities to model railways – 16mm live steam but also OO and N 

scale. A gauge 1 layout is currently under construction. 

The OO layout 

This models 2 GWR prototype stations in the pre Second World War 

period (1935-1936) and as will be noted from some of the photos below 

also has a tram section. The layout is block controlled and requires 5 or 

6 people to operate. 

In order to give an idea of the track configuration below are two photos 

of the mainline control panels. There are additional control panels for the 

two termini and the tram section. 

“Up” control panel  

 
“Down” control panel 
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Cheltenham – Malvern Road. Note tramlines on right 

 
Cheltenham Spa – St James  Terminus 

 
Another view of Cheltenham Spa – St James Terminus 
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Front of layout looking left           Front of layout looking right  

  
Left side (throat of Cheltenham –      Right side –tramway on left 

Malvern Road) 

  
Next month a second article on Guildford Model Engineering Society will 

feature the 32mm and gauge 1 layouts. 

 

Take the train! 


